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DOUGLAS WARK’S EXHIBIT JUDGED “BEST OF 1967”; 
QUARTERLY PRIZE WON BY WALTER A. SMITH 

An extremely imaginative display of NCS coin-medals built by 
Douglas Wark (see Newsletter Volume 4-Number 3) has been 


judged the “Best NCS Exhibit 
of 1967” by the NCS Board of 
Directors. For his efforts, Mr. 
Wark’s NCS membership has 
been converted to a lifetime 
paid-up status. 

Mr. Wark’s exhibit (which 
won last year’s First-Quarter 
Exhibit Contest) was displayed 
in Florida at the A. N. A. Con¬ 
vention as well as at the Sara¬ 
sota, Orlando, Clearwater and 
F. U. N. (Miami) Coin Shows. 
At each show, his exhibit won 
high honors. 

Mr. Wark is the third person 
who has had his NCS member¬ 
ship converted to a lifetime hon¬ 
orary status. Exhibits of NCS 
material submitted by Mr. W. 
N. Snellings and Mr. John Kish 
had previously been chosen as 
the Best NCS Exhibit of 1965 
and 1966 respectively. 

An outstanding display of NCS 
material submitted by Walter 
A. Smith has won the Fourth- 
Quarter NCS Exhibit Contest of 
1967 and the quarterly cash 


award of $250.00. Mr. Smith 
will also receive a handsome 
gold-plated trophy. 

Mr. Smith’s exhibit was dis¬ 
played at the Checopex 67 Show 
(sponsored by the Cheektowaga 
Stamp and Coin Society) in 
Cheektowaga, N. Y. on Novem¬ 
ber 25. The display captured 
first prize honors and Mr. Smith 
was presented an “Award of 
Achievement” by the Society. 

The First-Quarter NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1968 is now 
underway. Entries may be ex¬ 
hibited anytime between Janu¬ 
ary 1 and March 31, 1968. A 
$250 cash prize and a gold- 
plated trophy will be given for 
the best NCS exhibit presented 
during this period, and three ad¬ 
ditional awards of $250 each will 
be made for the best NCS ex¬ 
hibit presented during each of 
the three subsequent quarters of 
1968. Then, a year from now, 
an Honorary Lifetime Member¬ 
ship will be awarded for the ex¬ 
hibit judged “Best of 1968.” 













IN THE MAILBAG 


NEXT SERIES 

For the next series of 50 com¬ 
memorative medals, please con¬ 
sider one each for our 50 states. 
Nothing could be more fitting in 
my opinion. 

The medals received thus far 
are simply beautiful. My only re¬ 
gret is that I do not have two 
memberships. 

Mrs. M. M. White (4811) 
Pierre, South Dakota 

Chalk up another vote for 
the idea of commemoratives for 
the 50 States of the Union. I 
like the idea of beginning the 
series with #51 and issuing one 
each month, except for a month 
when the Directors may choose 
to honor a prominent person 
upon his death. 

Although I have been well 
pleased with most of the sub¬ 
jects chosen, I feel that we are 
forced to choose from unimag¬ 
inative lists at times. 

Mark M. Chatfield (2723) 
Deming, New Mexico 


I like the suggestion from Mr. 
Ambrose Krupp of Westbury, 
L. I., New York to commemo¬ 
rate the States of the Union as 
they were admitted. 

Keep up the good work. 

A1 Kaser (2391) 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 

• The members will be asked to 
ballot on the subject matter of 
the next series of 50 medals two 
months from now. 

FDR DESIGN CRITICIZED 

The FDR Commemorative is 
the most miserable representa¬ 
tion of the president I have ever 
seen. It looks like old-time movie 
star Gene Raymond. You paid 
a sculptor to execute this? 
Brother! 

James A. Brussel, M.D. (0745) 
New York, N. Y. 

Admiring FDR as I did, and 
still do, I have to say I don’t 
like our 41st Commemorative. 
I’m glad his name is over his 
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profile so when I show it, people 
will know who it is. 

How about that, my only com¬ 
plaint in 41 issues. Keep up the 
good work. 

S. M. Martin, Jr. (3279) 
APO, New York 

I have been very pleased with 
the high quality of the medals 
which I received but disap¬ 
pointed in some of the portraits 
of famous Americans. The 
medal just received certainly 
does not portray President 
Roosevelt as I have pictured him 
from the many published pic¬ 
tures that I have seen. In fact. 
I would not have recognized 
him had not the name been in¬ 
scribed on the medal. 

I can say the same about the 
Benjamin Franklin Medal, which 
I intended to write about at the 
time it was received, yet some¬ 
how overlooked it. 

It is my thought that when 
famous Americans are por¬ 
trayed, they should reflect more 
accurately the public image 
which has been created through 
portraits generally known to the 
public. This, of course, is one 
person’s opinion which is ex¬ 
pressed only because of my dis¬ 
appointment in the two com- 
memoratives mentioned above. 

John F. Fontron (2155) 
Topeka, Kansas 

• Again we state: When you use 
the services of “name" sculptors, 
you have to expect differences in 
portraiture technique — and this 
is ART. 


WRONG FLAG? 

I have to agree with some of 
the membership about the last 
few medals. But the Canadian 
and U. S. Friendship Coin- 
Medal was a new low. Why the 
old Canadian flag? And those 
two fat ladies with the drape 
over their arms — it looked like 
something from a burlesque skit. 
That medal could set back 
American - Canadian friendship 
at least 200 years. 

Lewis M. Wright (0847) 
Cato, N. Y. 

Your 40th medal should or¬ 
dinarily appeal to a Canadian, 
but where did you get the flag? 
If you were going to use this 
flag, why not the U. S. flag with 
48 stars? You are three years 
out of date! 

Gordon R. Gilley (5195) 
Vancouver, B. C. 

• The following is a reply from 
the sculptor, Mr. Granville 

Thank you for your letter re¬ 
garding the inquiry by an NCS 
member about the Canadian flag 
used on the U. S.-Canadian Cen¬ 
tenary of Friendship Coin-Medal. 

The Canadian Consulate Gen¬ 
eral has quite thoroughly ad¬ 
vised me as to Canadian Flags 
of the past and present. Since 
this Coin-Medal commemorates 
a Century of Canadian-Ameri- 
can Friendship, I have conse¬ 
quently in point of fact of his¬ 
tory used the Canadian Red 
Ensign which has served as the 
only flag of Canada for ninety- 
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seven of those years. The Can¬ 
adian Red Ensign is made up 
of the Red Ensign with the Can¬ 
adian Coat of Arms on the Fly. 
Four of the Emblems in the Coat 
of Arms represented the four 
countries from which the ma¬ 
jority of Canada’s original set¬ 
tlers came: the lions of England, 
the lion rampant of Scotland, 
the harp of Ireland, and the 
lillies of France, to which is 
added the fifth Emblem, the 
maple leaf of Canada. 

This Canadian Red Ensign has 
never served as the Province of 
Ontario Flag nor has it any¬ 
thing to do with the Flag of 
Bermuda as the NCS member 
has inferred. 

Since this Coin-Medal does 
not serve to inaugurate the new 
Canadian Flag, I nevertheless 
have taken cognizance of the 
new one on the obverse of the 
medal. There the symbolic figure 
of Canada carries a drape bear¬ 
ing maple leaves in similar fash¬ 
ion as does the figure of America 
with the stars. 

In conclusion, I trust that 
neither my prerogative as an 
artist nor my understanding as 
a layman will be subjects for 
any lengthy debates in the Can¬ 
adian Parliament. 

Granville W. Carter 

NBA NOMINATED 

I would like to nominate a 
medal commemorating the Na¬ 
tional Banking Act of 1863. This 
act has helped immensely in giv¬ 
ing the U. S. a sound currency. 
Just think how much paper 


money has been used since 1863, 
and is currently being used today. 

A. G. Phelps (4558, 5024) 
Waseca, Minn. 

HALLMARKING (Cont.) 
serial-number of the medal. The 
new hallmark looks like this: 

STERLING © m ® 

and indicates that the specimen 
has been struck on solid sterling 
silver by The Franklin Mint in 
1968 and is a genuine proof. 

Hallmarking for quality and 
integrity has been compulsory 
in England since the year 1300 
for most gold and silver articles, 
but coins and medals have been 
peculiarly exempt. And, in the 
United States hallmarking has 
been rarely practiced. The 
Franklin Mint’s decision to be¬ 
gin hallmarking its proofs is of 
great significance to the numis¬ 
matic field and may start a trend 
that would be of benefit to all 
collectors. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 43—February, 1968 
Chief John Big Tree 
Sculptor — Felix Schlag 
No. 44 — March, 1968 
Carl Sandburg 
Sculptor — Imre Mosdossy 
No. 45 —April, 1968 
250th Anniversary of the 

Founding of New Orleans 
Sculptor — Agop Agopoff 
No. 46 —May, 1968 
100th Anniversary of 

Memorial Day 
Sculptor — Norman Hines 
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ANTHONY NOTARO 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Transcontinental 
Railroad Coin-Medal 

Anthony Notaro was born 
January 10, 1915 in Italy. He 
attended the Rinehart School of 
Sculpture (Maryland Institute) 
where he graduated in 1939. 
Prior to 1935, Mr. Notaro served 
an apprenticeship with the fa¬ 
mous Harry Louis Raul. Shortly 
thereafter, he studied under Mal¬ 
vina Hoffman. 

Mr. Notaro is a member of 
The National Sculpture Society. 
Allied Artists of America, Archi¬ 
tectural League of New York 
and thfe American Artists Pro¬ 
fessional League. He is married 
and the father of three children, 
two sons and one daughter. The 
Notaro’s reside in Irvington, New 
Jersey. 

His principal achievements 
include: 


Coins and Medals-. American 
Hermerocallis Society Medal, 
American Hermerocallis Society, 
1960; New Jersey Tercentenary 
Medal, State of New Jersey, 
1963; University of Iowa Medal, 
State University of Iowa, 1964; 
Thomas Gilcrease Medal, 
Thomas Gilcrease Foundation, 
1966; College of Wooster Medal, 
Wooster College, 1966. 

Sculpture: Hunter, National 
Academy of Design, 1956; Molly, 
Allied Artists of America, 1956; 
Wingless Pegasus, National 
Academy of Design, 1957; Ari¬ 
adne. National Arts Club, 1965, 
St. Christopher, Short Hills Art 
Club, 1966; Wrestlers, National 
Sculpture Society, 1967; Vietnam 
War Memorial, Seton Hall Uni¬ 
versity, 1967. 

Exhibitions: One-man show. 
Township of Wayne, 1963; New 
Jersey Tercentenary Medallion 
exhibited at the Exposition In¬ 
ternationale de la Medaille Con- 
temporaine held at Athens, 
Greece, 1966; One-man show, 
Seton Hall University, 1967. 

Awards: National Academy of 
Design, Ellin P. Speyer Prize, 
1956; Allied Artists of America, 
Honorable Mention, 1956; Na¬ 
tional Academy of Design, Louis 
Comfort Tiffany Award, 1957; 
National Sculpture Society, 
Mrs. Louis Bennett Prize, 1960; 
American Artists Professional 
League Award, 1964; National 
Arts Club, Honorable Mention, 
1965; Short Hills Mall Art Show 
Prize, 1966; National Sculpture 
Society, American Artists Society 
Award, 1967. 
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THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD 
COIN-MEDAL 

Sculptured by Anthony Notaro 


42nd COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK 

At the turn of the 19th cen¬ 
tury, the people of the United 
States watched with awe as a 
new means of transportation en¬ 
tered its infancy — a transporta¬ 
tion media which had the poten¬ 
tial of exploring, developing and 
unifying a young nation. This is 
exactly what the railroad did for 
this country. 

The highlight of American 
railway building came in 1869. 
On May 10th the first transcon¬ 
tinental route was created when 
the Union Pacific Railroad com¬ 
pany, building west from Omaha, 
Nebraska met the Central Pa¬ 
cific which was built east from 
Sacramento, California. The 
country rejoiced and celebrations 
occurred both near and far as 
the Golden Spike was hammered 


BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 

in place. This famous scene is 
pictured on the obverse of this 
month’s coin-medal. 

The early development of the 
railroad in this country was 
much less auspicious. In 1815, 
John Stevens received from the 
New Jersey legislature the first 
charter for a railway ever 
granted in America. However, 
the chartered line was never 
built. Ten years later, Stevens 
built and operated the first loco¬ 
motive to run on rails in Amer¬ 
ica. It ran on a half-mile circle 
of track near Steven’s house in 
Hoboken, New Jersey. 

This same year, 1825, the 
Stockton and Darlington line 
opened in England. The suc¬ 
cess of that pioneering enter¬ 
prise helped overcome the 
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opposition and apathy toward 
railways in the United States. 
On February 28, 1827, the Bal¬ 
timore and Ohio Railway com¬ 
pany (B. & O.) was chartered. 
The line began carrying revenue 
traffic January 7, 1830, and the 
first 13 miles of line, from Balti¬ 
more to Ellicott’s Mills (now 
Ellicott City) opened on May 
24, 1830. 

The B. & O. was the first rail¬ 
way in the U. S. to be chartered 
as a common carrier of freight 
and passengers. Moreover, its 
promoters looked beyond purely 
local needs. They envisioned a 
line going all the way to the 
Ohio River to channel the com¬ 
merce of the growing middle 
west through the port of Balti¬ 
more. By 1834, the B. & O. had 
built to Harpers Ferry, Virginia 
(now W. Va.) and on December 
24, 1852, it reached the Ohio 
River at Wheeling. Subsequently, 
the B. & O. expanded both 
through new construction and by 
acquiring other railways, until it 
reached Chicago, St. Louis and 
the Great Lakes. 

Almost simultaneously, several 
other early U. S. railways came 
into being. Construction of the 
5 foot gauge line from Charles¬ 
ton to Hamburg, S. C., by the 
South Carolina Canal and Rail 
Road company began in Febru¬ 
ary, 1829. On December 25, 
1830 this line became the first in 
the United States to start sched¬ 
uled passenger operations using 
a steam locomotive. When the 
line was completed to Hamburg 
in 1833, it became the longest 


then operating in the U. S. (136 
miles). 

By 1840 there were 2,800 
miles of line in the United States, 
and the country had entered its 
first great era of railway build¬ 
ing. Twenty years later, on the 
eve of the Civil War, the coun¬ 
try had more than 30,000 route 
miles of track. 

In the 1850’s U. S. railways 
were taking on their historic 
role as civilizers of the western 
frontiers. Soon railways were 
pushing west from Chicago. The 
Chicago and Rock Island was 
the first railway to link Chicago 
with the Mississippi River. Other 
pioneer lines built west from the 
Mississippi. The first locomotive 
to operate west of the river made 
a five-mile run from St. Louis 
in December, 1852. 

The Civil War slowed, but 
did not stop, the headlong 
growth of railways in the U. S. 
After the close of that conflict, 
another era of intensive railway 
building began and it continued 
into the early years of the 20th 
century. It reached its high point 
during the decade of the 1880’s 
when some 70,000 route miles 
were laid. 

With the pounding of the 
Golden Spike and the comple¬ 
tion of the transcontinental net¬ 
work, railroad building in the 
United States reached its zenith. 
After a half-century of develop¬ 
ment, the railway system in the 
U. S. had spanned the continent; 
the United States had become 
truly united. 
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SILVER SURCHARGE REDUCED; MEMBERS 
PROTECTED FOR NEXT 6 ISSUES 

Earlier this month, when the price of silver retreated several cents 


per ounce from its all-time high 
quick decision to accept this new 
lower price for issues 45 through 
50 (issue 44 was covered by last 
month’s billing) and thus bought 
a sufficient amount of silver in 
the “futures” market to cover 
these next six issues. 

We are pleased, therefore, to 
reduce the surcharge from 90<f 
to 65? and to confirm that the 
surcharge will now be stabilized 
at this amount for the next six 
issues. 

It is interesting to note that the 
price of silver started to go up 
again shortly after NCS made 
this move, but NCS members are 
protected against an increase in 
the surcharge for the next six 
issues, no matter how high the 
price moves. Likewise, if the 
price of silver goes down, no 
change can be made in the sur¬ 
charge, because NCS has com¬ 
mitted itself for the silver at the 
market price of a few weeks ago. 

No one can tell for certain 
what the price of silver will be 


our Board of Directors made 


at any time in the future, but the 
long-term trend certainly seems 
to be UP, and that’s why we 
made this move. 

DR. DANIEL POLING DIES; 

WAS NCS MEMBER 

The Reverend Dr. Daniel Al¬ 
fred Poling, one of the nation’s 
best-known protestant ministers, 
passed away on February 7, 
1968. He was one of many dis¬ 
tinguished Americans who are 
members of The National Com¬ 
memorative Society. 

Dr. Poling was a man of limit¬ 
less energy. He was probably 
the nation’s most popular radio 
preacher in the 1920’s. For eight 
years, he served as pastor of 
Manhattan’s Marble Collegiate 
Church. Today Norman Vincent 
Peale, a disciple of Dr. Poling, 
is the pastor. Dr. Poling was 
editor of the nondenominational 
Christian Herald which became 
one of the most persuasive 





organs of Protestant opinion. He 
also did much traveling through¬ 
out the world on behalf of 
Christian missions and relief 
services. 

Dr. Poling was the father of 
Daniel Poling, one of the four 
chaplains who perished on the 
troop ship Dorchester and was 
honored on NCS issue 17. 


50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ENDING OF W.W. I SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 48th 
COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Ending of 
World War I has been selected 
by NCS members to be the sub¬ 
ject of the 48th NCS Commem¬ 
orative, which is scheduled to be 
issued in July. The final count 
of votes cast on last month’s 
ballot was: 


A Commemorative of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Ending of 

World War I . 683 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

Theodore Roosevelt . 655 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

Nathan Hale . 645 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

Richard E. Byrd . 584 

The two new subjects added 
to the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded, are: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Alexander Graham Bell 


Albert 


e Tributi 


The current ballot is for 
the 49th NCS Commemorative, 
which is scheduled to be issued 
in August This ballot must be 
received at NCS headquarters 
by March 15, to be counted. 


ALBUM IN THE WORKS 

In response to the requests of 
many NCS members, a special 
album is being designed to hold 
the first 50 NCS issues. This 
album will be unique in several 
respects. It will be sized to fit 
in most safe-deposit boxes. It 
will display the appropriate 
nameplate alongside each proof. 
And the pages will turn from the 
top, rather than the side, so that 
the reverse of each medal will be 
right side up when the page is 
turned. It should be ready in 
about two months and will be 
offered to NCS members at a 
cost of only $10.00. 

C0MMEM0RATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 44 — March, 1968 
Carl Sandburg 
Sculptor — Imre Mosdossy 
No. 45 —April, 1968 
250th Anniversary of the 

Founding of New Orleans 
Sculptor — Agop Agopoff 
No. 46 —May, 1968 
100th Anniversary of 

Memorial Day 
Sculptor — Norman Hines 
No. 47 —June, 1968 
Robert E. Lee 

Sculptor — Raymond Turner 

LOST AND STOLEN LIST 
TO APPEAR NEXT MONTH 

The list of lost and stolen NCS 
commemoratives, which last ap¬ 
peared in the November, 1967 
issue of the Newsletter, will be 
included in next month’s issue. 
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RAILROADMAN SPEAKS 

As a former railroadman (re¬ 
tired officer) on the Rock Island 
Railroad, the first thing I noticed 
about the Transcontinental Rail¬ 
road Coin-Medal was a man 
standing with one foot on the 
rail. This violates all railroad 
safety rules. I guess Mr. Notaro 
didn’t get his basic on the rail¬ 
road. 

O. E. Morgan (4535) 
Silvis, Ill. 61282 

SUGGESTIONS FOR 50th 
COMMEMORATIVE 

We are now approaching the 
end of the first series of some of 
the finest medals in existence. It 
is time to think of a subject for 
the 50th Commemorative. 

No. 50 should stand for the 50 
states, and the 50 states stand for 
the U. S. A. 

Let’s commemorate the great¬ 
est country in the world — the 
U. S. A. 

James E. Chadderdon (1037) 
Lincoln, Neb. 


Before this series of 50 sub¬ 
jects has been selected, let’s 
commemorate the most impor¬ 
tant and certainly the most loved 
person on earth, “Our Mother.” 

This would surely be a great 
challenge for the sculptor, and 
should be the most outstanding 
piece of work in the entire series. 

Herschel Holcombe (1786) 
Burnsville, N. C. 

May I ask the membership to 
consider for our 50th Com¬ 
memorative a subject that has 
been memorialized by artists, 
on documents, stamps, medals, 
currency and coins for two cen¬ 
turies— the American Eagle! 

Hawks and doves aside, our 
national symbol is a most fitting 
subject, indeed, and one we 
would surely all treasure in full 
sterling/proof. 

If you agree, vote your current 
ballot, but add the American 
Eagle to it so it will appear on 
the next ballot. 

J. David Heaphy (0609) 
Pelham Manor, N. Y. 
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GOOD POINT 

Where is Promontory Point? 
To be sure, you and I know, but 
what about 50 or 100 years 
from now? So many other things 
will have happened that railroads 
may well have become a forgot¬ 
ten mode of transportation. 

On the proof I just received, I 
noticed that the name of the state 
was omitted. On a commemora¬ 
tive, it is rather essential that 
certain limited, but pertinent, 
facts be furnished. I’ll admit that 
research can dig up most any¬ 
thing a person wants to know 
about the past, but why should a 
person have to do any research 
to find that Promontory Point is 
in Utah? I, for one, feel that this 
sort of factual information goes 
hand in hand with the sculptured 
material, which on this issue is 
well done. 

R. W. Hall (1541) 
Chicago, Illinois 

FROM THE “BEST OF 1967” 

Thank you very much for 
selecting my display as the “Best 
of 1967.” It is a great honor, 
but one I could not achieve with¬ 
out the hours of work and re¬ 
search done by your staff, and 
the designers of these beautiful 
coin-medals. 

I am surprised there are so 
few displays of these medals at 
the coin shows. When we exhibit, 
there is great interest shown in 
our display, and so many people 
tell me they have the series. By 


the way, at the time of writing, 
our display has an honored place 
at the Manatee County Fair, 
January 22-27. While not com¬ 
petitive, it is used as the centre 
of the Bradenton Coin Club dis¬ 
play at the Fair. 

Douglas Wark (4689) 
Sarasota, Florida 

WE’RE BLUSHING 

Thanks to NCS for another 
completely satisfactory year of 
service from such a noteworthy 
organization. Where else would 
one receive such items and serv¬ 
ice? Nowhere! NCS items are of 
the finest artistry, design, in¬ 
dividuality, originality, quality 
and richness which places them 
in a unique position in the realm 
of coin-medals, etc. 

I was real pleased when the 
society decided to use the com¬ 
pletion of the 5th set of medals 
as a reckoning point and call it 
series #1 complete. However, 
let us watch the change in mem¬ 
bership at that time — if there 
is any. I do not see why any 
present member would even 
think of dropping out. I hope 
the members do not decide on 
the bi-monthly plan for set #2 
— this would be retarding prog¬ 
ress of something too good to 
retard — let’s keep this great 
society moving! 

My best to the entire NCS 
staff and all members for 1968. 

Larry Courtney (2624) 
Janesville, Wise. 
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CURRENT LIST OF DEALERS INTERESTED IN NCS MATERIAL 


The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
and selling NCS Memberships and individual NCS proofs now 



LATEST MARKET INFORMATION ON NCS COLLECTIONS 

At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to date, 
together with future rights, were in the range of $210 to $275, 
and asking prices were in the range of $280 to $350. Several 
transactions were reported in the range of $220 to $350. Dealers 
and members are urged to continually report the prices at which 
membership transfers are effected, so that this section of the 
Newsletter can be continually based upon up-to-date and 
accurate market information. 
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Felix Oscar Schlag 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Chief John Big Tree 
Coin-Medal 

Felix Oscar Schlag was bom 
September 4. 1891, in Frank¬ 
furt, A. M. Germany. He worked 
as an apprentice in his father's 
studio from 1906 to 1909. His 
formal education in sculpture 
began in 1909, at the School of 
Applied Arts in Frankfurt. 
A. M. From 1916 to 1919, he 
studied at the Academy of Fine 
Arts in Munich, Germany, and 
then returned in 1923 for two 
more years of painting and art 
history. The well-educated art¬ 
ist, who later left Germany be¬ 
cause of Hitlerism, now lives 
with his wife in Oswosso, Mich¬ 
igan. 

In 1964, the Michigan State 
Numismatic Society presented 


him with an Honorary Life 
Membership. It was one of 
many similar honors bestowed 
upon him. Recently, he cut a 
record—the first of its kind — 
in which he narrates his 1937- 
experiences while designing the 
Jefferson nickel. Mr. Schlag is 
also accomplished in the field 
of photography. 

His principal works include: 

Coins and Medals: Jefferson 
nickel. United States Mint, 
Washington, D. C.; Hoover 
Memorial Coin-Medal, National 
Commemorative Society; Paul 
Revere Coin-Medal, International 
Fraternal Commemorative Soci¬ 
ety; Betsy Ross Coin-Medal, So- 
ciete Commemorative de Femmes 
Celebres. 

Sculpture: Life size Reclining 
Figure, City of Frankfurt, 
A. M.; Large Sculpture. Benja¬ 
min Franklin Roosevelt High 
School. New York City; Ath¬ 
letic Group, Champaign Junior 
High School, Champaign, Illinois; 
Athletic Group, Bloom Town¬ 
ship High School, Chicago 
Heights. Illinois; Large Sculp¬ 
ture, U. S. Post Office. White 
Hall, Illinois. 

Awards: Ornamental Sculpture, 
Frankfurt, A.M., 1st Prize, 1908; 
Graphic Competition, Frankfurt, 
A. M„ 1910; Fountain, Frank¬ 
furt, A. M., 1st Prize, 1916; Red 
Cross Medal. Frankfurt, A. M.. 
1st Prize, 1916; Jefferson Nickel. 
Washington. D. C.. U. S. A., 1st 
Prize. 1938. 
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THE CHIEF JOHN BIG TREE COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Felix Schlag 

43rd COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVB SOCIETY 


One day in the second half 
of the 19th Century, a young 
Indian brave was presented with 
a coin by his father. The older 
Indian told his son that this coin 
was struck during the year of 
his birth. The coin was dated 
1862. 

It was in that year that an 
infant was born to the Seneca 
tribe. The papoose was given the 
Christian name of Isaac Johnny 
John. A century later, he would 
achieve numismatic fame as 
Chief John Big Tree. For after 
many years of research, it is 
believed that it is his portrait 
that appears on the obverse of 
the Buffalo nickel. 

Chief John Big Tree’s role in 
contributing to the Indian head 
portrait on the Buffalo nickel 


has been the subject of con¬ 
troversy for many years. Some 
say that the sculptor, James 
Earl Fraser, used the composite 
features of Chief John Big Tree, 
a Sioux warrior named Iron Trail 
and Two Moons, who was a 
Cheyenne chief. Chief John Big 
Tree, however, throughout his 
lifetime, claimed that he was the 
sole model for the design. This 
theory has recently been verified 
by the noted Benedict Bufano 
who was an apprentice to Mr. 
Fraser in 1912. Mr. Bufano 
claims that it was Chief John 
Big Tree’s portrait alone which 
eventually adorned the coin. 

Little is known about Chief 
John Big Tree’s life, and much 
of what is known is clouded 
with uncertainty. Stories have 
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been told about him, but it is 
impossible to determine whether 
they are true or merely fiction. 
One thing is, however, known 
for certain — Chief John Big 
Tree was a very colorful person¬ 
ality who lead a life filled with 
many exciting adventures. 

The chief’s formal education 
might best be described as a 
young boy’s dream. He attended 
school for exactly one day. Dur¬ 
ing the first day of classes, the 
teacher humiliated young John 
who never returned. 

In the spring and summer of 
each year, the chief would per¬ 
form for a Wild West Show at 
Coney Island. From time to time, 
the chief performed with such 
people as William Cody, Annie 
Oakley, Tom Mix, William Hart, 
and a host of other notables too 
lengthy to mention. 

In 1912, James Earl Fraser 
first saw the chief when he was 
performing at a Wild West Show. 
Fraser asked the chief to model 
for the new issue. The chief 
declined the offer until the sea¬ 
son was over. But from Novem¬ 
ber until April, each morning 
John would pose for the face on 
the nickel. In the afternoons, he 
posed for the famous End of the 
Trail statue. 

The Buffalo nickel is currently 
one of the most popular numis¬ 
matic issues. This design was 
issued between 1913 and 1938. 
Two varieties were issued the 
first year. In the first, the Bison 
was on a mound; while in the 
second, the Bison is on a thinner. 


straight line base. The Bison was 
modeled after the “Black Dia¬ 
mond" in the New York Zoo¬ 
logical Gardens. 

In recent years. Chief John 
Big Tree made frequent ap¬ 
pearances at coin shows, bank 
openings, fairs and many other 
events. His gregarious person¬ 
ality made him a popular figure 
with all who spoke to him. 

Even at the age of 104 years. 
John never lost his sense of 
humor. In 1966, one reporter 
said, “He is as well-preserved at 
104 as a piece of pemican; his 
eyes are black and bright and 
he says he needs eyeglasses ‘only 
in the dark.’ ” 

John began to travel by air¬ 
plane in 1965. “I’ve been to 
Florida and other places.” he 
once told a reporter. He added. 
“I like jets best.” At one time 
a press release stated that the 
chief disliked the Mohawk Indi¬ 
ans. When a reporter asked him 
about the Mohawks, he said, 
“Mohawks are wonderful people. 
Always use their airline.” 

July 6, 1967 was a sad day 
for the numismatic world, when 
at the age of 105 Chief John Big 
Tree left for the Happy Hunting 
Ground. 

Most men whose portraits ap¬ 
pear on U. S. coinage were 
politicians. Chief John Big Tree 
was not. He was an indian and 
proud of his heritage. He was 
a strong individual with a warm 
heart. We are proud to honor 
Chief John Big Tree with the 
43rd NCS Commemorative. 
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NEWSLETTER 


THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100, LANSDOWNE, PENNA. 19050 


Volume 5 - Number 4 


March, 1968 


MEMBERS TO VOTE ON 
THEME FOR NCS SERIES II 


In addition to the regular ballot enclosed with this issue of the 


NCS Newsletter, a special ballot 
is to poll the members on their 
sentiments toward several pro¬ 
posed themes for NCS Series II, 
which will begin with the 51st 
NCS Commemorative. 

The proposed themes (each of 
which has been suggested by 
more than one NCS member) 

1. A continuation of the pres¬ 
ent “General Historic In¬ 
terest” theme — with the 
members continuing to se¬ 
lect subjects without re¬ 
strictions 

2. American Explorers and Pi¬ 
oneers 

3. Signers of the Declaration 
of Independence 

4. American Patriots 

5. The States of the Union 

6. Firsts in America 

We urge each member to vote 
for the themes of his or her 
choice, so the second series of 
NCS commemoratives will be 
most reflective of the members’ 


is also enclosed. The special ballot 


interests. The results of this 
special ballot will be reported 
in the next issue of the NCS 
Newsletter. 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS FOR 49th 
COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Theodore Roosevelt has been 
selected by NCS members to be 
the subject of the 49th NCS 
Commemorative, which is sched¬ 
uled to be issued in August. The 
final count of votes cast on last 
month’s ballot was: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

Theodore Roosevelt . 980 

A Commemorative Tribute to 

Albert Einstein . 612 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Alexander Graham Bell .... 563 
A Commemorative Tribute to 

Nathan Hale . 443 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 










The current ballot is for the 

by April 6 ?8Mo^ be* courn^T*^ 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY DISPLAY 
CONTEST CLOSES APRIL 10 


The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 



sis— 



CORRECTION 

In the story about Chief John 



mpsr' 


inTheTangeof $240 t 0 8 $325, and 
$280 to $375. Several transac- 
of $220 to $350. Dealers and 




IDEAS ON SERIES II 

I am very much in favor of 
having our next series of medals 
(No. 51 to No. 100) com¬ 
memorate States. May I suggest 
if the members vote to com¬ 
memorate the States, that they 
be issued in sequence as they 
were admitted to the Union. 

I am definitely not in favor of 
interrupting the above series for 
a medal honoring a prominent 
person. If this need be, file them 
away for the next series of fifty 
medals. 

Edward C. Weiler (2135) 
Lititz, Pa. 

Soon the members of the Na¬ 
tional Commemorative Society 
will decide whether NCS will 
continue to be the innovator in 
medallic art or just another is¬ 
suer of ordinary medals. Two 
other companies have already is¬ 
sued statehood medals of fine 
quality. Let’s not make it three. 

There are many people and 


events worthy of commemora¬ 
tion. The last ballot proves this 
as all choices are excellent. Let’s 
wait until we have completely 
exhausted worthy subjects before 
we strait jacket ourselves for 
four years. 

Steve Bartley (1709) 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Why not commemorate each 
of the 50 official state birds. 
Imagine for a moment the beauty 
and impact of a collection of 
these coin-medals of all 50 birds. 
I would further suggest a re¬ 
striction in the design so that the 
obverse carry no messages or 
lettering whatsoever, just the 
image of the bird; all descriptive 
matter could be confined to the 
reverse. 

The above plan would relieve 
the task of having to come up 
with history tired personalities 
or events. Some of which have 
only mediocre importance. 

George C. Follis (1248) 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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CHARTER NUMBERS RETAINED 

I’d like to make a recommen¬ 
dation regarding #1 and #2 
Series. If and when you put it 
into effect, entirely new charter 
membership numbers should be 
given so that all former mem¬ 
bers may retain their original 
charter numbers. After all. we 
feel we were the pioneers of the 
society and supported the prog¬ 
ress until we reached number 50. 

Bill Sadler (1363) 
Inglewood, Calif. 

• All members who continue 
into Series II may retain their 
NCS membership number. Only 
the numbers of those who drop 
out will be assigned to new mem- 

SCULPTOR’S IDENTIFICATION 

Why must the sculptors utilize 
both sides of the coin-medal to 
identify themselves? Some spot 
on the reverse should be most 
adequate. 

LeRoy W. Long (3283) 
Harwich Port, Mass. 

• NCS has requested the sculp¬ 
tors to put their name or initials 
on both sides of the coin-medals, 
however, if the membership pre¬ 
fers that the name or initials ap¬ 
pear only on one side, our pres¬ 
ent policy will be changed. Please 
comment. 

49th BALLOT 

The 49th Ballot is the best 
selection of subjects you have 
had on one ballot to-date. I for 


one would like to have them all 
commemorated for each one is a 
worthy subject. 

George D. Cormancy (1123) 
Danville, Ill. 

Looking over the latest Official 
Ballot, it was hard to decide 
which one to choose because 
everyone on the ballot was a 
very important man, and did 
wonderful work for our country. 

I feel we should make it a point 
to go ahead and have a coin¬ 
medal made for each one of 

Mrs. Roselle Naftal-Hans (1674) 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

MARKET INFO, (continued from poge I) 
membership transfers are ef¬ 
fected, so that this section of the 
Newsletter can be continually 
based upon up-to-date and ac¬ 
curate market information. 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 45 —April, 1968 
250th Anniversary of the 
Founding of New Orleans 
Sculptor — Agop Agopoff 
No. 46 —May, 1968 
100th Anniversary of 
Memorial Day 
Sculptor — Norman Hines 
No. 47 —lune, 1968 
Robert E. Lee 

Sculptor — Raymond Turner 
No. 48 —luly, 1968 
50tlt Anniversary of the 
Ending of World War 1 
Sculptor — Lewis King 
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LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

2379 

1st thru 

24th 

Here is the 

latest cumulative 

2412 

1st thru 

30th 

list of lost 

and stolen NCS 

2598 

11th thru 

i 20th 

proofs. If you 

come across any 

2657 

25th 


of these proofs, please 

immedi- 

2696 

1st thru 

24th 

ately communicate with 

NCS. 

2787 

1st thru 

10th 

Membership No. Proofs 

2805 

2823 

1st thru 15th 
12th, 13 th, 14th 




2893 

1st thru 

18 th 

0074 

6th 


2970 

1st thru 

7th 

0106 

6th 


3154 

9th 


0130 

2nd, 4th 


3169 

1st thru 

10th 

0131 

1st 


3316 

1st thru 

14 th 

0155 

25th, 26th 

3221 

1st 


0233 

1st thru 

20th. 

3424 

1st thru 

39th 

0264 

12th thru 15th, 

3528 

38th 



22nd, 31st 

3619 

1st thru 

14th, 

0333 

1st thru 

30th 


except 1 

1th 

0376 

30th 


3806 

11th 


0382 

14 th 


3905 

1st thru 

30th 

0470 

36th 


3986 

1st thru 

10 th, 

0476 

14th, 15th, 17th 


21st thri; 

l 30th 

0534 

1st thru 

36th 

4236 

38th 


0576 

1st thru 

5th 

4296 

1st thru 

10th 

0595 

1-st thru 

10th 


14th, 15th 


21st 


4469 

24th, 31st thru 

0796 

1st thru 

10th 


34th 


0797 

1st thru 

10th 

4481 

12 th 


0878 

4th, 5th 


4558 

24th 


0996 

1st thru 

24th 

4591 

11th 


1246 

1st thru 

20th 

4660 

23rd 


1324 

1st thru 

15 th 

4660 

23rd 


1346 

1st thru 

42nd 

4721 

21st thru 

i 25th. 

1535 

1st thru 

25th 


31st, 33rd thru 

1692 

1st thru 

16th 


37th, 39th 

1731 

11th 


4743 

22nd, 23rd, 24th 

1851 

1st thru 

21st 

4790 

1st, 2nd 


1874 

28th, 34th 

4812 

17 th 


2000 

1st thru 

28th 

4974 

1st thru 

23rd 

2063 

31st 


5068 

25th 

2066 

8th 


5102 

1st, 10 th 


2146 

8th, 9th 


5150 

31st thru 

40th 

2290 

30th 


5227 

13 th 


2291 

10th 


5252 

18th 
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IMRE MOSDOSSY 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Carl Sandburg Memorial 
Coin-Medal 

Mr. Imre Von Mosdossy was 
born in Budapest, Hungary on 
January 15. 1904. After gradu¬ 
ation from high school, he at¬ 
tended the University of Engi¬ 
neering in Budapest for one year. 
The next four years were spent 
at the Royal Hungarian College 
of Fine Arts where Mr. Mos¬ 
dossy received a degree in 1927. 
After graduation, he studied one 
year in Paris. 

Mr. Mosdossy is a former 
member of the Hungarian Society 
of Creative Arts and the National 
Exhibition Society. 

He presently resides with his 
wife, Agatha de Jeney, in Agin- 
court which is a quiet suburb of 
Toronto. The Mosdossy’s have 


one married daughter and four 
grandchildren. 

His principal achievements 
include: 

Coins and Medals: Commem¬ 
orative Medal of the 150th An¬ 
niversary of the Independence of 
Colombia, Banco de la Repub- 
lica, Bogota, 1960; Commemor¬ 
ative Medal of the Inauguration 
of the Museo Numismatico, 
Banco de la Republica, Bogota, 
1961. In addition to these works, 
Mr. Mosdossy has designed: a 
bas relief plaque of Rojas Pinilla, 
a former president of Colombia; 
numerous military, civic and 
governmental insignias for the 
government of Colombia. 

Sculpture: Two symbolic fig¬ 
ures for the permanent pavilion 
of the Ministry of Communica¬ 
tion, International Fair, Bogota, 
1954; 2 white sandstone high- 
relief monuments 12' high, Per- 
petuo Soccorro Church, Bogota; 
6 white sandstone high reliefs 
around pulpits for the Chapel of 
the Seminario Conciliar, Pom- 
plona, Colombia. 

Church Decorations: Five 
murals for the Virgen Del Car¬ 
men Church, Ibague. Colombia; 
24 figure mural, San Rogue 
Church, Ibague; three frescos, 
Virgen Del Carmen Church, Bo¬ 
gota; Baptism Chapel, La Capu- 
chiva Church, Bogota; stone 
altar, La Merced Church, Bo¬ 
gota; 950 sq. ft. mural, San 
Laureano Church, Lenquazaque; 
entire interior and exterior dec¬ 
oration, parish church in Cumbal. 
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The Carl Sandburg Memorial Coin-Medal 
Sculptured by Imre Mosdossy 

44th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


The bard of democracy, the 
echo of the people, our 
conscience and chronicler 
of truth and beauty and 
purpose. 

So spoke President Lyndon B. 
Johnson shortly after the death 
of Carl Sandburg. At the age of 
89, he had been recognized by 
some experts as the finest poet- 
historian that America has ever 
known. 

Sandburg was born in Gales¬ 
burg, Illinois on January 6, 1878. 
His boyhood, which he later 
loved so dearly and described 
in many of his works, was spent 
in the prairie town of Galesburg 
(population 15,000). It is inter¬ 
esting to note that one of the 
historic debates between Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln and Stephen A. 
Douglas was staged at Knox 
College in Galesburg. Lincoln’s 


success in the debate made him 
a town legend, and this legend 
was one of Sandburg’s first im¬ 
pressions. 

At 13, Sandburg finished his 
eighth grade of studies and went 
to work. His first job was driving 
a milk wagon. As he would drive 
along, he recited his favorite 
pieces of prose and verse. He 
was especially fond of the Bible 
and Thomas Gray’s Elegy. Later 
he worked as a bootblack and 
porter in a local barber shop 
where he listened to the cus¬ 
tomers talk about local history 
and politics. 

With the outbreak of the 
Spanish American War, Sand¬ 
burg enlisted and saw active duty 
in Puerto Rico. Later he became 
war correspondent for the Gales¬ 
burg Evening Mail. In Septem¬ 
ber of 1898, he entered Lombard 
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College but at the time of exam¬ 
inations and graduation, he wan¬ 
dered off and was never grad¬ 
uated. 

His first book. In Reckless 
Ecstasy, was published in 1904. 
At this time of his life, it could 
be said that he was a hobo. 
Roaming throughout the country, 
he got to know America in the 
songs of her farmlands, cowboys, 
river men and Negro stevedores. 
The only companion that ac¬ 
companied him on his travels 
was his guitar. He soon began to 
sing. 

The nation he sang about was 
the bustling, brawling America 
of his Midwestern youth, a land 
of laborers, slaughterhouses and 
prairies. Along with its music 
and anecdotal flow, his verse had 
the “Whitmanesque barbaric 
yawp,” as in his famous work 
Chicago (1914). This narrative 
describes the city as. “the hog 
butcher of the world.” An apt 
description for a time of hard¬ 
ship in a growing America. 

His collections of Chicago 
Poems appeared in 1916, fol¬ 
lowed by Cornhuskers, Smoke 
and Steel and six other volumes. 
His talents were diverse and 
almost inexhaustible. In 1927, 
he completed a labor of love, his 
American Songbag, a treasury of 
the nation’s folk songs. 

Sandburg loved yarns, slang and 
“the people of the earth, the fam¬ 
ily of man.” For him, the head 
of the family was Abraham Lin¬ 
coln, who embodied the qualities 
that the poet so greatly admired 


and in some measure possessed: 
honesty, wit. an unpretentious 
and even awkward eloquence. 
He labored for 15 years on his 
monumental six-volume biog¬ 
raphy of Lincoln. He won a 
Pulitzer prize for the Lincoln 
books in 1940. and another for 
his Collected Poems in 1951. 

Sandburg was an old fashioned 
storyteller. When an interviewer 
once mentioned modern poetry. 
Sandburg snorted: “I say to hell 
with the new poetry. Sometimes 
I think it’s a series of ear wig- 
glings.” 

His first novel, Remembrance 
Rock, was finished in 1948. At 
74. he published Always the 
Young Strangers, a memoir of 
his boyhood. Verse and song, 
however, still remained his first 
love. As a preface to 1928's 
Good Morning, America, Sand¬ 
burg listed 38 tentative definitions 
of poetry. Among them: “Poetry 
is a sliver of the moon lost in 
the belly of a golden frog.” 

The famous poet once para¬ 
phrased the renowned Japanese 
artist Hokusai: “If God had let 
me live five years longer, I should 
have been a writer.” Carl Sand¬ 
burg did not need the extra five 
years. When he died on July 22. 
1967, he was solidly established 
as a poet and historian. As Time 
Magazine said in their epitaph 
of Sandburg, “. . . he was a min¬ 
strel whose prose had the same 
resonating, twanging rhythms as 
his folk songs or his verse. Es¬ 
sentially, Carl Sandburg was an 
American troubadour.” 


NCS NEWSLETTER • MARCH 


NEWSLETTER 


ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL SELECTED 
AS 51st NCS COMMEMORATIVE 


A Commemorative Tribute to 
selected by NCS members to be 
memorative which will be the 
first issue in Series II. This com¬ 
memorative is scheduled to be 
issued in October of this year. 

The final count of votes cast 
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Alexander Graham Bell has been 
the subject of the 51st NCS Com- 

ELIZABETH WEISTROP 
TO SCULPT ALEXANDER 
BELL COMMEMORATIVE 

We are pleased to announce 
that the famed medallist Miss 
Elizabeth Weistrop has been 
isioned to sculpt the NCS 
Graham Bell Corn- 
Miss Weistrop is 
mally known medallic 
ulptor who has received numer- 
js honors over the years. 
From her residence in Half 
oon Bay, California, Miss 
'eistrop informs us that she is 
>w doing research on Alexander 
raham Bell and will soon begin 
nrking on preliminary sketches. 
NCS members can certainly 
ok forward with pleasure to 
the Alexander Graham 
Commemorative which will 
ssued in October and will 
• the first commemorative 
ie Second Series of NCS 
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DESIGN COMMENTS 

The Transcontinental Railroad 
Coin-Medal, in my opinion, 
ranks among the most attractive 
coin-medals you have struck up 
to the present time. It brings a 
bit of nostalgia to an era which 
is rapidly disappearing from the 
American scene. 

D. W. Beisel (5048) 
St. Louis, Mo. 

For the first time, I am dis¬ 
satisfied with one of the NCS 
commemoratives. Both my hus¬ 
band and I were great admirers 
of the only man who was four 
times elected President of the 
United States. The medal just 
doesn’t look like Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

Grace F. Austin (4405) 
Shillington, Pa. 

STILL A BARGAIN 

In my opinion, some of our 
commemoratives, especially the 
recent ones, are less than great. 
But to expect a truly inspired 
work every month is unrealistic, 


and I’m sure most of the mem¬ 
bers realize this. If the subjects 
and/or artistry of the com¬ 
memoratives are sometimes dis¬ 
appointing, the matchless quality 
of the Franklin Mint’s work gives 
consolation. There simply can¬ 
not be any improvement on the 
striking quality or proof charac¬ 
teristics of our coin-medals. Even 
with the higher price now neces¬ 
sary, they are a bargain. 

Linsley S. Chapman (2758) 
Wallingford, Conn. 

FOR PRECIOUS COIN-MEDALS 

I read the letter by Alexander 
A. Slabiak (Mailbag section of 
last month’s newsletter) sug¬ 
gesting that we do not issue the 
pure silver medals after the fifti¬ 
eth issue. I think this would 
be a great mistake as the true 
value at present, and certainly 
in the future, will lie not only in 
the beauty of the medals, as 
such, but in the value of the 
material used to cast them. I do 
hope that the Board of Directors 
will never change the medium 
used. It is better to pay a little 
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more now on each medal and 
thereby have the value of the 
entire collection greatly enhanced 
in the future. 

L. F. Roberts (1550) 

Miami Beach, Florida 

I note in the April newslet¬ 
ter, which I have just received 
with my 45th Coin-Medal, two 
suggestions for changing the 
N.C. S. commemoratives from 
silver to either a “clad” coin¬ 
medal or bronze. I hasten to 
raise my voice in strong dissent. 
While I am sure we have many 
members who are not wealthy 
(I am one of them). I am con¬ 
vinced that one of the things 
that will continue to keep the 
National Commemorative Society 
outstanding and unique will be 
the sterling silver proofs. If we 
change to a lower cost metal, I 
think it would be a regrettable 
decision. I believe that whenever 
the price of our commemoratives 
becomes too costly for any one 
of us, we should individually 
decide to sell or forfeit our 
membership. I have a feeling 
that the interest in Numismatics 
is so widespread N.C.S. mem¬ 
berships will always continue to 
be in demand. 

Captain R. C. Jensen (2591) 
Bremerton. Washington 

BABE RUTH NOMINATED 

Twice now, using the ballot 
you provide for possible nomi¬ 
nations for commemoratives, I 
have written in the name of 
Babe Ruth. I have been truly 
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disappointed that his name has 
not yet appeared on a monthly 
ballot. He is baseball, and base¬ 
ball is America. He is certainly 
more worthy of a commemora¬ 
tive than many “space-fillers” 
that have appeared on your 
ballots. The sight of number 3 
on the back of his uniform 
going up the first baseline after 
one of his 714 homers would 
indeed be a beautiful medal. 

Please try to print this, as I 
would like to hear other mem¬ 
bers' ideas on this subject. Other 
than this, I find no complaint 
whatsoever with this great or¬ 
ganization. Keep up the good 
work. 

Gregory Forrer (0578) 
West Palm Beach, Florida 


GOLD-PLATED SERIES 
SUGGESTED 

I agree with Mr. Eugene Far- 
ber that a series of Presidents, 
States or Signers of the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence should not 
be made by NCS. However, 
many members seem to like the 
idea, and if a State series of 50 
coin-medals was made in gold 
plate, for instance, rather than 
silver, I believe they would be 
beautiful as well as different. 
In fact. I would suggest that the 
new series be made in gold plate. 
I have a gold-plate medal over 
ten years old and it is just as 
beautiful as ever, with no special 
protection other than polyfilm. 
The price would be determined 
(continued on page 8) 



LATEST MARKET INFORMATION ON NCS COLLECTIONS 

At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to date, 
together with future rights, were in the range of $250 to $325, 
and asking prices were in the range of $300 to $375. Several 
transactions were reported in the range of $250 to $350. Dealers 
and members are urged to continually report the prices at which 
membership transfers are effected, so that this section of the 
Newsletter can be continually based upon up-to-date and 
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NORMAN HINES 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Memorial Day Centennial 
Coin-Medal 

Norman Hines was born April 
8. 1926 in Pawtucket. Rhode 
Island. The son of a stationary 
engineer, he joined the marine 
corps after high school and 
participated in the invasion of 
I wo Jima and the occupation 
of Japan. 

After the war, Mr. Hines 
worked as a commercial artist 
for John Kirman in Providence. 
He became interested in the use 
of sculptural models while serv¬ 
ing as an apprentice hub cutter 
for Irons and Russell, manu¬ 
facturers of religious medallions, 
fraternal badges, etc. Since that 
time. Mr. Hines has engaged in 
self-betterment through a con¬ 
stant quest for knowledge. 


Mr. Hines is married to the 
former Madeline Levesque. Mr. 
Hines has one daughter by mar¬ 
riage and one stepdaughter. The 
family resides in South Attle¬ 
boro, Massachusetts. 

His principal achievements in- 

Coins and Medals: Governor 
Volpe Medallion, State of Mas¬ 
sachusetts; Cardinal Cushing Re¬ 
treat Medallion, Twenty - First 
National Biennial Retreat Con¬ 
vention, Boston, 1966; Father 
Coughlin Golden Jubilee Anni¬ 
versary Medallion. Church Com¬ 
mittee of the Little Flower 
Shrine, Royal Oaks. Michigan, 
1966. In addition to the above, 
Mr. Hines has designed many 
commercial and religious medal¬ 
lions for industrial use. 

Sculpture: Pope Pius XII, re¬ 
lief profile portrait plaque, 1955; 
President John F. Kennedy, in¬ 
auguration plaque. 1960; Pope 
Paul VI, life size bust; Governor 
Volpe, portrait plaque; President 
Johnson, portrait bust. 

Exhibitions: Society of Mini¬ 
ature Artists. Painters, Sculptures, 
Washington, D. C.. 1966-1967; 
National Sculpture Society, 1967. 
Mr. Hines plans to submit medal- 
lie material for exhibition this 
year with the National Sculpture 
Society and the National Acad¬ 
emy of Design. 
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THE MEMORIAL DAY CENTENNIAL COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Norman Hines 

46th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


On May 30 of each year, the 
citizens of most states in the 
Union forego their daily routine 
to honor the men and women 
who have given their lives in 
war. The honor which the 
people of this land pay the 
deceased soldiers varies from 
place to place. It may take the 
form of a parade or a memorial 
service but the purpose is always 
the same — to revere those who 
have given their lives so that 
we may live. 

Originally, May 30 was set 
aside as an occasion for decor¬ 
ating the graves of soldiers killed 
in the Civil War. But since 
World War I. May 30 has 
honored those who have died 
in all wars. Before the close of 
the Civil War, May 30 was also 
celebrated in several of the 
southern states. In the north 
there was no fixed celebration 
until 1868. 


The custom of decorating 
soldiers’ graves with flowers was 
observed locally after the Civil 
War, and on May 5, 1868, John 
A. Logan, then head of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, is¬ 
sued an order appointing May 30 
of that year, “for the purpose 
of strewing with flowers or other¬ 
wise decorating the graves of 
comrades who died in defense 
of their country during the late 
rebellion.” Logan did this, “with 
the hope that it will be kept up 
from year to year.” 

The date of May 30 was made 
legal in Rhode Island in 1874, 
Vermont in 1876 and New 
Hampshire in 1877. By the 
second half of the 20th century, 
it was recognized in all the 
states and territories except: Ala¬ 
bama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Texas. The May 30 cele- 
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bration in Virginia was regarded 
as a Confederate Memorial day. 
Confederate Memorial days are 
celebrated in Louisiana. Tennes¬ 
see and Arkansas on June 3 
(birthday of Jefferson Davis); 
in Alabama. Florida, Georgia 
and Mississippi on April 26; and 
in North Carolina and South 
Carolina on May 10. 


MAILBAG (cont.) 

by the thickness of the electro¬ 
plated gold finish. 

I don’t agree with Mr. Slabiak 
that the coin-medals should be 
clad, nor with Mr. Shaffer that 
the coin - medals should be 
bronze, because bronze gradually 
turns black, especially if you 
should live near the ocean as 
I do. Regardless of the best pro¬ 
tection you can give them, cop¬ 
per and bronze coins or medals 
gradually deteriorate because of 
the sulphur in the air. 

Katherine Nye (2538) 
San Diego, Calif. 

JULIAN SCHEER 
ISSUES THANKS 

The very, very handsome com¬ 
memorative coin-medal to the 
Three Astronauts has been re¬ 
ceived and I want to express 
again our deep appreciation for 
it. It is handsome and in good 
taste and will be preserved in 
our historical archives here. 

Our thanks to you and your 
colleagues for this fitting recog¬ 
nition to three very courageous 
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and talented young Americans, 
Astronauts Grissom. White and 
Chaffee. 

Julian Scheer 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
Washington, D. C. 

EMBRYONIC THOUGHT 

Could we not have the “50 
States,” “The Signers” and “Pres¬ 
idents" AUTOMATICALLY 
added at specified times each 
year? Say (First President — 
in January — then in April the 
First Signer — then in August 
the First State), with all the 
other subjects interspersed. Each 
of the “Specials” could be so 
identified. Thus we would have 

This is an “embryonic thought.” 
Someone else may be able to 
elaborate it into a workable plan. 
Anna Mae Noell (0401) 
Tarpon Springs, Florida 

SUPERB JOB 

May I first congratulate the 
National Commemorative Society 
for its superb job in the way it 
has conducted itself in every¬ 
thing that it has done these 
many long months. Its devotion 
both to the members and the 
numismatic and medallic world 
of art is unprecedented! 

Fifty or one-hundred years 
from now, our grandchildren can 
look upon these beautiful pieces 
of sculpture with an inward glow 
of pride and ownership. 

David A. Cowles (4555) 
Newton, Massachusetts 
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NEW COMPACT ALBUM DESIGN FINALIZED 

Many months have been spent in refining the final design of a new 
album to hold fifty NCS commemoratives and their nameplates in an 
attractive and convenient manner. We are pleased to report that the 
design has now been finalized, and a picture of the new album 
appears below. These albums are now going into production, and 
orders can now be placed by NCS members. Deliveries are expected 
within the next six weeks. 

The new album was designed at the request of many members who 
expressed the view that the collectors’ chests are too bulky. However, 
(Continued on page 5) 



NEW COMPACT ALBUM TO HOLD 50 NCS COMMEMORATIVES 




NEW SOCIETY TO HONOR 
MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND OTHER GREAT 
AMERICAN NEGROES 

Many NCS members have 
written to ask why Dr. Martin 
Luther King has not appeared 
on the NCS ballot. 

The answer is that the recent¬ 
ly-formed American Negro Com¬ 
memorative Society, which NCS 
has agreed to assist in every way 
possible, has selected Dr. Martin 
Luther King as the subject of 
their first commemorative issue, 
and an earlier agreement had 
been reached between the two 
societies not to duplicate subjects. 

It is a fact of life that there 
are many great American Ne¬ 
groes who have never been com¬ 
memorated and have never even 
been nominated by NCS mem¬ 
bers. So the idea of a new society 
chartered expressly to pay tribute 
to these “unsung heroes” made a 
lot of sense to NCS’s Board of 
Directors, and we were delighted 
to lend a helping hand to the 
group, headed by Negro artist 
George Beach, who wished to 
establish the American Negro 
Commemorative Society. 

As a result of the mutual 
agreement not to duplicate sub¬ 
jects, many NCS members may 
wish to join the new society and 
add to their collection of fine 
coin-medals produced at The 
Franklin Mint. 

The American Negro Com¬ 
memorative Society has advised 
us that they plan to issue a new 


coin-medal every month, begin¬ 
ning in August, 1968. Follow¬ 
ing the same basic plan that was 
initiated by NCS, only one ster¬ 
ling silver proof will be struck 
for each member. Their proofs, 
however, will be packaged dif¬ 
ferently. They will be using a 
rectangular coin holder (of the 
type also used by the Britannia 
Commemorative Society) and 
they will also be supplying an 
easel base with each issue. Their 
Charter Membership fee is $5.00, 
and they plan to charge $7.50 for 
each proof (based upon the cur¬ 
rent price of silver). 

For more information about 
this new society, please write di¬ 
rectly to The American Negro 
Commemorative Society, Lewis 
Tower Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 
19102. 


GENERAL JOHN PERSHING 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 52nd COMMEMORATIVE 


A Commemorative Tribute to 
General John Pershing has been 
selected by NCS members to be 
the subject of the 52nd NCS 
Commemorative, which is sched¬ 
uled to be issued in November. 
The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 


\ Commemorat 


Dr. Tom Dooley . 490 

The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 

(Continued on page 5) 
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THE MAILBAG 


ON NOMINATIONS 

I think that the membership 
has passed up the opportunity of 
a great medal. I am referring to 
the suggestion that we commemo¬ 
rate Mt. Rushmore. 

Those figures in stone are a 
work of art in itself, and will be 
present for all to see through the 
ages of time. I for one voted for 
it before and think it should be 
placed back on the ballot. 

Warren R. Elliott (3468) 
San Diego, Calif. 

As we approach our 50th Com¬ 
memorative, may I add my 
thanks to those of others for a 
well managed program. Living 
overseas one gets accustomed. 
I’m sorry to say, to continual 
mailing blunders by stateside 
business correspondents. Yet the 
three years I’ve been in Italy, 
NCS has been a ray of light 
with prompt arrival and accurate 
billing. 

But as a grbup of over 5,000 
Americans, I think we are show¬ 
ing a profound lack of imagina¬ 


tion on many of the subjects we 
chose. I’d like to see us give 
credit to some of the historical 
items for which we have made a 
worldwide name for ourselves 
and for which I find we are still 
admired by people of many na¬ 
tionalities. For example: the 
American Clipper Ship; the early 
Whaling Industry; Mr. For- 
rer’s idea of a legendary Sports 
Hero now and then is a fine one; 
Henry Ford’s production line; 
the Model T that made us the 
first country in the world “on 
wheels”; the pioneer law en¬ 
forcers such as Bill Tilgham; the 
early cattle drives up the Chis¬ 
holm Trail; TVA (one of the 
first and largest Cooperatives in 
the non-communist world); the 
movie industry — for better or 
worse it has sold our image(s) 
the world over; Mathew Brady, 
1st war photographer—and so 
forth. 

In summary, I’m suggesting 
that in addition to subjects of 
strictly internal U. S. interest, we 
let our imaginations run free and 


NCS NEWSLETTER • JUNE 



mix in topics that actually de¬ 
veloped our greatness and stature 
in many fields. I’ll be most inter¬ 
ested in comments members may 
have to this approach and I hope 
that some will join me in nom¬ 
inating along these lines. 

Craig Smith (3222) 
Rome, Italy 

I have written many times ask¬ 
ing to have my nomination for 
Daniel Webster put in print hop¬ 
ing someone would second it. If 
he was important enough to be 
one of 5 to have his picture men¬ 
tioned by Sen. Dirksen in his tour 
of our Capital, surely we can 
commemorate him. 

Ruth Beiswanger (1138) 
Billings, Mont. 

THANKS 

This is to acknowledge receipt 
of the silver proof of the Alaska 
Centennial Coin-Medal. We are 
pleased that the Society chose 
Sitka to be the recipient and we 
will see that it is properly dis¬ 
played in the Centennial Build¬ 
ing. 

Please extend our thanks to 
the members of the Society and 
an invitation to pay us a visit 
should they ever come to Alaska. 

Margaret B. Fedoroff 
Office of the Mayor 
Sitka, Alaska 

Your 17th Commemorative 
Coin-Medal in honor of Paul 
Revere has arrived. We are de¬ 
lighted to have it. It will be use- 
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ful in our Revere exhibits and in 
our collection of historical ma¬ 
terials, which has also been im¬ 
proved by the gift of your Boston 
Tea Party Coin-Medal. 

We are pleased that your Di¬ 
rectors think that we deserve to 
add this piece to our collection. 
It will enhance our group of com¬ 
memorative medals. 

Mrs. Ropes Cabot. Curator 
Bostonian Society 
Boston, Mass. 

COMMENDATION 

As we are all aware, we are 
nearing the issuance of the 50th 
Commemorative. No doubt it is 
agreed that much effort has gone 
into this program on the part of 
the N.C.S. staff, those who have 
participated at the Franklin 
Mint, and the many artists who 
have sculptured these fine works. 
The entire N.C.S. membership 
should also be commended for 
their efforts and fine judgment 
in the selection of subjects. 

W. N. Snellings (0920) 
Champaign, Illinois 


LATEST MARKET INFORMATION 
ON NCS COLLECTIONS 

At last reports, bids for the 
complete NCS collection to date, 
together with future rights, were 
in the range of $250 to $285, and 
asking prices were in the range of 
$300 to $425. Actual transac¬ 
tions were reported in the range 
of $310 to $350. 
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ALBUM (continued from page I) 
collectors’ chests will continue to 
be available for those members 
who prefer to spread out their 
collection of NCS commemora- 
tives in a more impressive 
fashion. 

The main advantage of the 
new album is its size. It will fit 
in most standard safe deposit 
boxes. It is also easy to keep 
in a drawer or on a library shelf. 
And it is, of course, less costly 
than the collectors’ chests. One 
album will hold 50 NCS com- 
memoratives, whereas each col¬ 
lector’s chest only holds 10 issues. 

This special album may now 
be ordered for Series I (the first 
50 NCS commemoratives) and/or 
Series II (the second 50 NCS 
commemoratives) by filling out 
the enclosed order form. The 
cost is $10.00 per album ($10.60 
for Pennsylvania residents). 

ELIZABETH JONES FEATURED IN 
NEW YORK SUNDAY NEWS 

On May 5 a full page article 
on Elizabeth Jones appeared in 
the New York Sunday News. 
NCS members will remember 
Miss Jones for the Doctor Albert 
Schweitzer Coin-Medal which 
she sculpted for our society. 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY DISPLAY 
CONTEST CLOSES JULY 10 

The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Display Contest is July 10. The 
Quarterly Prize of $250 will be 


awarded to the NCS member 
who submits a photograph of the 
most interesting display of NCS 
material exhibited at some time 
during the months of April, May 
or June, 1968. The winner of this 
Quarterly Contest then becomes 
eligible to win an Honorary Life¬ 
time Membership by having his 
display chosen the “Best NCS 
Exhibit of 1968.” 

COMMEMORATIVES IN THE WORKS 

No. 48 —July, 1968 
50th Anniversary of the 
Ending of World War 1 
Sculptor — Lewis King 
No. 49 — August, 1968 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Sculptor — Vincent Glinsky 
No. 50 — September, 1968 
Albert Einstein 
Sculptor — Joseph Boulton 
No. 51—October, 1968 
Alexander Graham Bell 
Sculptor — Elizabeth Weistrop 

PERSHING (continued from page 2) 

which was duly nominated and 
seconded are: 

A Memorial Tribute to 
Robert F. Kennedy 
A Commemorative Tribute to 
Robert Fulton 

The current ballot is for the 
53rd NCS Commemorative (the 
third commemorative in Series 
II). which is scheduled to be 
issued in December. This ballot 
must be received at NCS head¬ 
quarters by July 15. to be in¬ 
cluded in the count. 
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RAYMOND TURNER 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Robert E. Lee 
Coin-Medal 

Raymond Turner was born in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin May 25, 
1903. His artistic education took 
place at the Milwaukee Art In¬ 
stitute and the Layton School of 
Art in Milwaukee. Later he re¬ 
ceived an art scholarship to the 
Wisconsin State Normal School. 
His formal education continued 
at the Cooper Institute and the 
Beaux Arts Institute, both located 
in New York. 

Mr. Turner is currently a fel¬ 
low of the Guggenheim Founda¬ 
tion. He also holds memberships 
in the National Sculpture Society 
and the East Hampton Guild. 

An uptown New York City 
studio is where Mr. Turner does 
most of his sculpting. His wood 
carving is done mostly in the 


Southampton Woods, a short 
journey from New York City. 

When not sculpting, Mr. Turner 
engages in his favorite hobbies: 
astronomy, high-fidelity music 
and chess. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude: 

Coins and Medals: Three 
medals. Holy Name Society. 
1947; Medallion, Hair Fashion 
Institute of America, 1954; 
Twelve medallions. Zodiac, 
Cameo Miniatures Company. 
1958; Medallion, Securities and 
Exchange Commission, 1966. 

Sculpture: Four Freedoms, 
Rockefeller Plaza, 1942; Trade¬ 
mark (Figure with Clock), 
Bulova Watch Company, 1949; 
Portrait bronze for Arthur Le- 
Vine, Beth David Hospital. 1955; 
Bronze plaque. Three Men of 
Israel. Brooklyn Jewish Center, 
1956; Two bronze plaques for 
Baseball Hall of Fame, Coopers- 
town. New York, 1962; Christ 
the Teacher, Episcopal Church. 
Summit, New Jersey, 1967. 

Exhibitions: Detroit Art Insti¬ 
tute. 1927; National Academy of 
Design. New York City. 1932, 
1935, 1967; Pennsylvania Acad¬ 
emy of Fine Arts, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 1936, 1940; Allied 
Artists of America, New York 
City. 1966, 1967; National Sculp¬ 
ture Society. New York City. 
1966, 1967, 1968. 

Awards: August Helbig Prize. 
Detroit Art Institute. 1927; Pau¬ 
line Law Prize. Allied Artists of 
America, 1966. 
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THE ROBERT E. LEE COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Raymond Turner 

47th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Robert E. Lee was born in 
Stratford, Virginia January 19, 
1807. His father was a famous 
general in the War of Indepen¬ 
dence and his mother, Anne Hill 
Carter, belonged to one of Vir¬ 
ginia’s most respected families. 
Lee was 11 when his father died. 
He then gave his full attention 
to his crippled mother with a de¬ 
votion to duty and gentleness of 
nature that were later to be¬ 
come two of his most outstand¬ 
ing characteristics. 

In 1829 he graduated from the 
United States Military Academy 
at West Point, ranking second in 
a class of 46. He was commis¬ 
sioned a brevet second lieutenant. 

Raised to the rank of captain 
in 1838, Lee served with distinc¬ 
tion in the Mexican War. He 
was assigned to duty as chief 
engineer under General John E. 
Wool; and General Winfield 
Scott declared that the fall of 


Veracruz must be credited large¬ 
ly to Lee’s “skill, valor and un¬ 
daunted energy.” A succession of 
promotions proved his ability as 
a soldier — to the brevet rank of 
major following Cerro Gordo, to 
the brevet rank of lieutenant 
colonel after Contreras and 
Churubusco; to the brevet rank 
of colonel after Chapultepec. 

In 1852 Lee was appointed as 
superintendent of the Military 
Academy at West Point. Lee en¬ 
larged the course of study and 
brought the Academy to a posi¬ 
tion where it ranked with the 
best military schools in Europe. 
In 1855 he became lieutenant 
colonel of the 2nd Cavalry Regi¬ 
ment and was assigned to duty in 
Texas. Circumstances brought 
him back to Virginia in 1859! 
he led the force that captured 
John Brown at Harpers Ferry. 

Across the country talk of 
secession mounted. For Lee the 
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nation’s affliction became a per¬ 
sonal torment. “If I owned 4.- 
000,000 slaves,” he said, “I would 
cheerfully sacrifice them for the 
preservation of the Union.” 

With the secession of South 
Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, 
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and 
Texas, Leroy P. Walker, Confed¬ 
erate secretary of war, offered 
Lee the highest rank of provision¬ 
al government in Montgomery 
(brigadier general). If Lee ever 
replied to Walker, no copy of 
the letter has been found. The 
lesser rank of colonel of the 1st 
Cavalry Regiment, United States 
Army, he subsequently accepted. 
President Lincoln signed the com¬ 
mission. On April 19, 1861 Vir¬ 
ginia seceded. The next day he 
resigned from the army, declar¬ 
ing that, “save in defense of my 
native state, I never desire again 
to draw my sword.” On April 22 
he left Richmond, where on the 
following day he accepted com¬ 
mand of the Virginia forces. 

Lee became an advisor to 
President Jefferson Davis, and 
though victory in the First Battle 
of Bull Run (Manassas) on July 
21 stirred the South, the Con¬ 
federacy could not ignore the re¬ 
verses it was suffering in western 
Virginia. A Federal attack on 
Port Royal, South Carolina in 
November threatened Charleston 
and Savannah, seaports vital to 
maintaining Confederate credit 
abroad. Lee placed in charge of 
coastal defenses in South Caro¬ 
lina, Georgia and Florida wrote 


home that he had been sent on 
“another forlorn hope expedi¬ 
tion." Considering the poor re¬ 
sources, the lack of civilian initi¬ 
ative, and the vast area to be 
protected Lee achieved remark¬ 
able results in obstructing rivers, 
vitalizing harbor defenses and 
recruiting and training troops. 
But before he could truly test his 
preparations against a serious 
Federal thrust he was summoned 
back to a threatened Richmond. 

Throughout the War years the 
military excellence of Robert E. 
Lee became apparent. Sir Fred¬ 
erick Maurice, author of Robert 
E. Lee — the Soldier, states that 
the essence of Lee’s military 
genius rested in “that power to 
look calmly beyond the dangers 
and perils of his immediate front 
to the situation in the whole 
theatre of war, that power, in 
short, which takes Lee out of the 
ranks of the good and ordinary 
and places him in the select 
band of the supreme generals.” 

Lee was idolized by the men 
who fought for him. He became 
a symbol of hope for the South 
and a constant frustration to the 
Federal forces. The surrender 
of the South took place at Ap¬ 
pomattox on April 9, 1865. A 
saddened Lee remained noble in 
defeat as he had been in pre¬ 
vious victories. When he returned 
from Appomattox, soldiers 
crowded around him. He spoke, 
“Men, we have fought through 
this war together. I have done 
the best I could for you. My 
heart is too full to say more.” 
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~LARRY J. MURRELL WINS NCS 

EXHIBIT AWARD FOR 2nd QUARTER 


A glass encased vertical display of NCS coin-medals built by Larry 
J. Murrell of San Antonio, Texas has won the Second-Quarterly NCS 


Exhibit Contest of 1968. The 
quarterly cash prize of $250.00 
and a handsome gold-plated tro¬ 
phy have been presented to Mr. 
Murrell. 

Mr. Murrell’s display was con¬ 
structed of Plexiglass and 
bordered with wood-grain Ma¬ 
sonite. The display was lined 
with white nylon and lighted by 
two fluorescent bulbs. 

From June 17-19, Mr. Mur¬ 
rell’s display was exhibited at the 
Texas Numismatic Association 
Convention in San Antonio. Over 
2,000 visitors admired this fine 
display which was entered in a 
non-competitive class. 

The Third-Quarterly NCS Ex¬ 
hibit Contest of 1968 is now 
underway. Entries may be ex¬ 
hibited anytime between July 1 
and September 30, 1968. A $250 
cash prize will be given for the 
best NCS exhibit presented dur¬ 
ing this period, and one addi¬ 
tional award of $250 will be 
made for the best NCS exhibit 
presented during the final quarter 


of 1968. From these winners, an 
Honorary Lifetime Membership 
will be awarded for the exhibit 
judged “Best of 1968.” 

NCS PLATINUM PROOF DISPLAY 
TO BE SHOWN AT ANA 
CONVENTION 

A unique exhibit of NCS plati¬ 
num coin-medals which was re¬ 
cently previewed at the Texas 
Numismatic Association Conven¬ 
tion in San Antonio, will be dis¬ 
played at the American Numis¬ 
matic Association Convention in 
San Diego from August 19-24. 

This marks only the second 
time that a complete set of NCS 
platinum proofs has been assem¬ 
bled for display. The first was in 
1965 at the New York World’s 
Fair. 

Only the first 3 proofs of each 
NCS Commemorative are struck 
in solid platinum. Platinum Proof 
No. 1 is given to an appropriate 
individual or institution associ¬ 
ated with the subject commemo- 





rated. Platinum Proof No. 2 is 
retained by NCS for special ex¬ 
hibitions (such as this occasion). 
And, Platinum Proof No. 3 is 
presented to the Smithsonian In¬ 
stitution for the national 
archives. 

ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
SELECTED BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 53rd COMMEMORATIVE 


A Memorial Tribute to the 
late Robert F. Kennedy has been 
selected by NCS members to be 
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LUCITE PLAQUES 
STILL AVAILABLE 

Those members who wish to 
house their NCS collections in 
the most exquisite manner pos¬ 
sible will be happy to know that 
the deluxe Lucite plaques are 
still available. These plaques 
were manufactured by Capital 
Plastics and are made of extra 
heavy Lucite. 

There are 3 plaques available. 
Plaque No. 125 is designed to 
display the first 25 NCS com- 
memoratives, showing obverse 
and reverse side by side. Plaque 
No. 225 is designed to show the 
second 25 NCS commemoratives, 
also showing obverse and re¬ 
verse side by side. These two 
plaques were made up specifically 
for those members who have 
more than one collection. 

Plaque No. 150 is also de¬ 
signed to display the first 50 NCS 
commemoratives. It requires only 
one set to fill this plaque. The 
reverse of each commemorative 
is seen by turning the plaque 

These plaques are available 
while the supply lasts at the orig¬ 
inal price of $59.50. A com¬ 
plete set of nameplates is sent 
with each plaque at no extra 


LATEST MARKET INFORMATION 
ON NCS COLLECTIONS 

At last reports, bids for the 
complete NCS collection to date, 
together with future rights, were 
(Continued on page 5) 







SENATOR KENNEDY 
COMMEMORATIVE 

Due to the tragic death of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy, it is 
in the best interest of the mem¬ 
bers and our country, that it is 
immediately brought to the NCS 
Board of Directors to change the 
Fiftieth Commemorative to com¬ 
memorate either of the follow¬ 
ing: 1) Senator Robert F. Ken¬ 
nedy. 2) The Assassinated Ken¬ 
nedy Brothers. 3) The Kennedy 
Family. 

Please act immediately. 

Michael McGrath (3993) 
Brooklyn, New York 

I notice that the name of the 
late Robert F. Kennedy was 
placed on the ballot for the 53rd 
NCS Coin-Medal. 

As a member, of the National 
Commemorative Society, may I 
suggest, if selected, that his name 
be placed in the 50th position of 
National Commemorative So¬ 
ciety Coin-Medals for reasons of 
true commemorative respect to 
his memory. 

Let us really honor the mem¬ 


ory of Robert F. Kennedy by 
placing him as the 50th subject 
in Series I — in the series with 
his brother, President John F. 
Kennedy. 

Together in life, who are we 
to place them apart? 

Edward R. Learned (1392) 
Parma, Ohio 
• Unfortunately, there is not 
enough time to change the 50th 
commemorative, which is due to 
be issued in September. However, 
now that Robert Kennedy has 
been selected as the subject for 
the 53rd commemorative, we are 
attempting to make arrangements 
for Gilroy Roberts to sculpt this 
issue — in the same “profile 
style” as he used for the Ken¬ 
nedy half dollar — which would 
make it a truly outstanding issue. 

REBILD MUSEUM RECEIVES 
NCS COLLECTION 

Fifty-six years ago, the gov¬ 
ernment and people of Denmark 
set aside a portion of land on 
which to meet and celebrate the 
Independence Day of America. 
They established this Danish- 
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LEWIS KING 
Sculptor of the NCS 
World War I Armistice 
Coin-Medal 

Lewis King was born in Phil¬ 
adelphia on April 26, 1919. He 
was educated at the School of 
Industrial Art, Philadelphia 
(1937-1940); American Univer¬ 
sity, Washington, D. C. (1957- 
1958); Maryland University, 
College Park, Maryland (1959- 
1960); Corcoran Art School, 
Washington, D. C. (1960-1961). 

During the course of his edu¬ 
cation, Mr. King served appren¬ 
ticeships under Thomas Hudson 
Jones from 1957-1965 and Ru¬ 
dolph Evans from 1958-1961. 

It is significant that Mr. King 
was chosen to sculpt the NCS 
Commemorative marking the end 
of World War I because of the 
numerous military medals, seals, 
insignias and badges he has de¬ 
signed for many departments of 
the U. S. government. He is 
presently employed as a designer 
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for the Institution of Heraldry, 
the Adjutant General’s Office of 
the U. S. Army. 

His principal achievements in¬ 
clude : 

Coins and Medals: Antartica 
Service Medal (reverse), 1962; 
Air Force Congressional Medal 
of Honor, United States Air 
Force, 1963; Major General B. 
D. Foulois Medallion, United 
States Air Force, 1963; Defense 
Supply Agency Medal, United 
States Army, 1963; National 
Aeronautics and Space Admin¬ 
istration Medal, National Aero¬ 
nautics and Space Administra¬ 
tion, 1965; United States Naval 
Reserve Medal, United States 
Navy, 1965; Medal for Heroism 
(for R.O.T.C.), United States 
Army, 1966; Defense Atomic 
Support Command Medal, 
United States Army, 1967; Viet¬ 
nam Service Medal, Department 
of State, 1967; Hollins College 
Medallion, Hollins College, Ro¬ 
anoke, Virginia, 1968. 

Sculpture: Little Boy (Life 
Size Garden Figure), Sculptor’s 
Garden, 1966; The Indiana 
Medal of Honor Memorial, War 
Memorial Building, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, 1968. 

Awards: Letters of commenda¬ 
tion received from General Earle 
G. Wheeler (Joint Chiefs of 
Staff); Admiral David L. Mc¬ 
Donald (Chief of Naval Opera¬ 
tions); General Harold K. 
Johnson (Chief of Staff, United 
States Army) and Major Gen¬ 
eral Kenneth G. Sickham (The 
Adjutant General). 





THE WORLD WAR I ARMISTICE COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Lewis King 

48th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


World War I ranks second 
only to World War II as the 
most bloody and most costly war 
in modern history. Two pistol 
shots signaled the start of the 
war. After four years of blood¬ 
shed, the war ended. NCS is 
proud to commemorate the 
Armistice of the First World War 
in its 50th Anniversary year. 

Shortly before noon on Sun¬ 
day, June 28, 1914, crowds 

gathered in Sarajevo, the capital 
of the Austrian province of Bos¬ 
nia. They came to see Archduke 
Francis Ferdinand, heir to the 
throne of Austria-Hungary, and 
his wife Sophie. Suddenly a man 
jumped on the running board of 
the royal touring car and fired a 
pistol. Two shots struck Ferdin¬ 
and. He died almost immediately. 
The assassin was Gavrilo Prin- 
cip, a young Bosnian student who 
had lived in Serbia. 

Austria - Hungary suspected 


that its small neighbor, Serbia, 
had approved the plot to kill 
Ferdinand. As a result, it de¬ 
clared war on Serbia on July 28, 
1914. By October 30, the Central 
Powers — Austria - Hungary, 
Germany and the Ottoman Em¬ 
pire—were at war with the Allies 
—Belgium, France, Great Britain, 
Russia and Serbia. Other coun¬ 
tries later joined in the fighting. 

A single act — the assassina¬ 
tion of Ferdinand — marked the 
outbreak of war. But there were 
several basic causes of World 
War I. They included the growth 
of nationalism, the system of 
military alliances that created a 
balance of power, the competi¬ 
tion for colonies and other ter¬ 
ritory, and the use of secret 
diplomacy. 

At the beginning of the war, 
Austria-Hungary and Germany 
planned to conquer new territor¬ 
ies and colonies. They won early 
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victories on the western and east¬ 
ern fronts. But, in the First Battle 
of the Marne, in September, 1914, 
the Allies stopped the German 
advance and ended Germany’s 
chances for a quick victory. The 
opposing armies settled down to 
trench warfare. The Allies seized 
Germany’s colonies and block¬ 
aded them. 

The United States tried to re¬ 
main neutral in the early years 
of World War I. The British 
angered Americans by searching 
neutral ships and violating the 
principle of freedom of the seas. 
But American anger turned 
against the Central Powers with 
news of German submarines 
sinking unarmed passenger ships, 
and with stories of German 
atrocities against civilians. 
Americans were convinced that in 
joining the Allies they would help 
“make the world safe for democ¬ 
racy.” American doughboys, as 
the soldiers were called, marched 
aboard troopships singing George 
M. Cohan’s “Over There.” 
American factories sent a stream 
of supplies to the fighting forces. 
The entry of the United States 
into the war boosted Allied mor¬ 
ale and fresh American troops 
reinforced the battered Allied 
armies. 

American Expeditionary 
Forces under General John J. 
Pershing began landing in France 
on June 26, 1917. Remembering 
that the French had aided the 
colonists in the Revolutionary 
War, Colonel Charles E. Stanton, 
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one of Pershing’s staff officers, 
announced: “Lafayette, we are 
here!” The AEF took part in 13 
major operations of World War I. 

The year 1918 brought with it 
the last campaigns of the war, 
the collapse of Russia, the down¬ 
fall of the Central Powers, the 
succession of fighting and finally 
the signing of the Armistice. 

On November 7 a German 
armistice delegation went to the 
headquarters of Marshal Foch, 
General-in-Chief of the Allied 
Armies in France. Foch outlined 
the terms of the armistice. The 
Germans were to (1) evacuate 
all occupied territory, (2) sur¬ 
render their arms and warships; 
(3) withdraw all forces from 
west of the Rhine; (4) return 
Allied prisoners and (5) permit 
Allied troops to occupy German 
territory. Foch gave the Germans 
72 hours to accept the terms. In 
Berlin, German socialists under 
Friedrich Ebert proclaimed a 
German Republic on November 
9. Kaiser Wilhelm abdicated and 
fled to neutral Netherlands. 

In a drizzling rain, the Ger¬ 
man delegates entered a railway 
car in the Compiegne Forest, and 
at 5 A. M. November 11, signed 
the armistice. Foch signed for 
the Allies and Secretary of State 
Matthias Erzberger signed for 
Germany. At 11 A. M. Foch 
ordered fighting to stop on all 
battlefronts. 

World War I had ended. 
Armistice Day, and a new life, 
had begun. 
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GILROY ROBERTS TO SCULPT 
ROBERT KENNEDY COMMEMORATIVE 

At the request of many members, we have engaged the services 


of the eminent Gilroy Roberts to 
Kennedy Memorial Medal, which 
is scheduled to be issued by NCS 
in December. 

This is particularly significant 
because Mr. Roberts was the 
sculptor of the John F. Kennedy 
portrait on the Kennedy half dol¬ 
lar, and he plans to make this 
NCS commemorative a “match¬ 
ing piece” — which will give 
each NCS member an extremely 
valuable numismatic rarity that 
other collectors would give their 
eyeteeth to obtain. Both the John 
F. Kennedy portrait on the half 
dollar and the Robert F. Kennedy 
portrait on the NCS coin-medal 
will have been sculpted by the 
same man, in the same inimitable 
“profile style,” with the same dis¬ 
tinctive “GR” signature that has 
appeared on the world’s greatest 
numismatic masterpieces. 

Imagine the scramble among 
collectors to try to get this NCS 
issue — 5,252 Robert F. Kennedy 
pieces to match up with more 
than 900,000,000 John F. Ken¬ 
nedy pieces. But, following our 


design and sculpt the Robert F. 

usual rules, only one specimen 
will be issued to each NCS mem¬ 
ber in good standing, no extra 
pieces will be struck for public 
sale and the dies will be destroyed 
when the issue is completed. 

The reverse of the Robert F. 
Kennedy Coin-Medal will also 
be very interesting. Mr. Roberts 
had an inspiration from the re¬ 
cent cover of Life magazine 
which showed Robert Kennedy 
sprinting in the surf along the 
beach. He is turning this scene 
into a most unusual medallic in¬ 
terpretation which should draw 
widespread attention. 

SILVER PRICE PROTECTION 
EXTENDED FOR 25 MONTHS 

The silver market, which has 
been rather volatile lately, took 
a slight dip from its recent highs 
in early August, and the NCS 
Board of Directors stepped in 
quickly to purchase silver “futures 
contracts” to protect the cost of 
the next 25 NCS issues. This will 





be the longest term price protec¬ 
tion ever offered by a commemo¬ 
rative society. 

As was the case the last time 
NCS bought silver “futures con¬ 
tracts” we apparently gauged the 
market correctly, as the price of 
silver has spurted up again. 

We have read many, many 
opinions as to where the price 
of silver is going to go in the 
future, and after evaluating all 
the pros and cons we remain 
firmly convinced the long-term 
trend is strongly UP. 

MEMBERS WHO WISH TO DROP 
OUT SHOULD GIVE NOTICE 


BABE RUTH SELECTED 
BY NCS MEMBERS 
FOR 54th COMMEMORATIVE 


A Commemorative Tribute to 
George Herman (“Babe”) Ruth 
has been selected by NCS mem¬ 
bers to be the subject of the 54th 
NCS Commemorative, which is 
scheduled to be issued in Janu¬ 
ary. The final count of votes 
cast on last month's ballot was: 
\ Commemorative Tribute to 


Babe Ruth 




il Richard E. Byrd . 527 
emorative Tribute to 
Wendell Holmes, Jr. 122 


Those members who plan to 
drop out of NCS after the 50th 
Commemorative has been issued 
are requested to notify the NCS 
office immediately (unless they 
have already done so) so that 
their membership number can be 
included in the list of those 
available for reassignment. 

Naturally, we hope that very 
few members will drop out — 
and we believe that a continuing 
membership in NCS is worth¬ 
while. The educational, artistic 
and investment values built into 
this unique series are enhanced 
as the collection becomes larger 
and more complete. However, 
we realize that some members 
cannot afford to continue and 
others wish to drop out for other 
reasons. So, all we ask is that 
we be notified promptly in order 
that forfeited memberships can 
be reassigned effective with the 
51st issue. 


The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded are: 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Woodrow Wilson 
A Commemorative Tribute to 
Daniel Webster 

The current ballot is for the 
55th NCS Commemorative (the 
fifth commemorative in Series 
II), which is scheduled to be 
issued in February. This ballot 
must be received at NCS head¬ 
quarters by September 15, to be 
included in the count. 

LATEST MARKET INFORMATION 

At last reports, bids for the 
complete NCS collection to date, 
together with future rights, were 
in the range of $300 to $350, and 
asking prices were in the range of 
$350 to $450. Actual transac¬ 
tions were reported in the range 
of $300 to $395. 
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THE MAILBAG 


NOMINATIONS 

I agree with Craig Smith (3222) 
that we should commemorate 
some of the things that make 
and have made us a great nation. 
Such as the Clipper Ships, Mt. 
Rushmore, our railroads and the 
China Clippers. 

Other societies are forming to 
strike such medals. We need 
some of this kind to help keep 
ours the greatest commemorative 
society of them all. 

I just received the Robert E. 
Lee Commemorative Medal. It 
is one of the best. 

Walter A. Hiester (5021) 
Aberdeen, Wash. 

I would like to make the 
following nominations to the 
Board of Directors for com¬ 
memoration : 

a) Henry Ford (founder of 
Ford Motor Company) 

b) Jefferson Davis (first and 
only Confederate President) 

c) Samuel F. Morse (inventor 
of the telegraph) 

These men may not have been 


liked by the general populace 
now and then, but are very im¬ 
portant aspects of the history 
of our country. 

Michael McGrath (3993) 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Let’s nominate a few con¬ 
servatives for a change. 

We don’t need any more lib¬ 
erals to further contaminate the 
history these coin-medals should 
represent. 

Why not J. Edgar Hoover, 
Joe McCarthy, Dan Smoot? 
These are the kind of men who 
established and have maintained 
the greatest nation ever known. 
Let’s honor them! 

Chas. O. Gibbs, Sr. (4308) 
Muskogee, Okla. 

I wish to second the nomina¬ 
tion of Daniel Webster submitted 
by Ruth Beiswanger (1138) and 
also emphasize the importance of 
giving credit to historical items 
as suggested by Craig Smith 
(3222) in the June issue of the 

NEWSLETTER. 

We should have a rule of com¬ 
memorating events (or persons) 
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that have occurred prior to the 
last 10 years patterned after the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. 

Delbert Proudfoot (3183) 
Cumberland, Md. 

48th COMMEMORATIVE COMMENT 

It has come to my immediate 
attention that an error has been 
found in the World War I 
Armistice Coin-Medal. Never be¬ 
fore has the American Flag 
been exposed to the NCS mem¬ 
bers with the wrong layout of 
stars. To this date, four other 
NCS medals have pictured the 
flag. The layout of stars should 
be nine rows, starting with six 
in the first row and five stars in 
every other row. This would 
account for the 50 stars in 
which 50 states are represented. 

Thomas W. Van Himbergen 
(1410) 

Kimberly, Wisconsin 
• The sculptor, Mr. Lewis King, 
was not guilty of an error but 
was merely using his “poetic 
license” in designing the Ameri¬ 
can flag on the reverse of last 
month’s commemorative. 

THANKS 

May I express to your Society, 
on behalf of all those connected 
with the Columbus Chapel and 
Boal Museum, our heartfelt 
thanks for the honor you have 
bestowed upon us. 

The coin-medal is very striking, 
and will be placed in one of our 
sealed museum cases along with 


the medal of St. Helena of the 
French empire, and other dis¬ 
tinguished medals. 

We hope that you and the 
members of your Society will 
find the time someday to visit 
the museum. You are most wel- 

Thanking you again for this 
most tasteful and beautiful coin¬ 
medal. 

Christopher Lee 
Columbus Chapel - Boal Museum 
Boalsburg, Penna. 

• The Columbus Chapel - Boal 
Museum was recently awarded 
Platinum Proof No. 1 of the 
Discovery of America Coin - 
Medal. 

On behalf of the Pacific Coast 
Chapter, Railway and Locomo¬ 
tive Historical Society, Inc., may 
I thank you for the honor con¬ 
ferred upon our organization in 
being the recipient of your cen- 
tennnial commemorative medal 
honoring the Transcontinental 
Railroad. 

The silver proof piece was 
exhibited at our meeting of luly 
27th and evoked much enthusi¬ 
astic comment, and admiration 
from our members. 

Edward T. Planer, Secretary 
Railway and Locomotive 
Historical Society 
Redwood City, California 

• The Railway & Locomotive 
Historical Society was recently 
awarded Sterling Silver Proof 
No. 9 of the Transcontinental 
Railroad Coin-Medal. 
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LOST AND STOLEN NCS PROOFS 

2291 

10th 

Here is the 

latest cumulative 

2379 

1st thru 24th 

list of lost 

and stolen NCS 

2412 

1st thru 30th 

proofs. If you 

come across any 

2598 

11th thru 20th 

of these proofs, please immedi¬ 

2657 

25th 

ately communicate with NCS. 

2696 

1st thru 24th 



2787 

1st thru 10th 

Membership No. Proofs 

2805 

1st thru 15th 

0012 

1st 

2823 

12 th, 13 th, 14 th 

0074 

6th 

2893 

1st thru 18th 

0106 

6th 

2970 

1st thru 7th 

0130 

2nd, 4th 

3154 

9th 

0131 

1st 

3169 

1st thru 10 th 

0155 

25th, 26th 

3316 

1st thru 14th 

0233 

1st thru 20th 

3221 

1st 

0264 

12th thru 15th, 

3298 

1st thru 45th 


22nd, 31st 

3424 

1st thru 39th 

0333 

1st thru 30th 

3619 

1st thru 14th, 

0376 

30th 


except 11th 

0382 

14 th 

3806 

11th 

0470 

36 th 

3905 

1st thru 30 th 

0476 

14th, 15 th, 17th 

3986 

1st thru 10th, 

0534 

1st thru 36th 


21st thru 30th 

0576 

1st thru 5 th 

4296 

1st thru 10 th 

0595 

1st thru 10th 


14 th, 15 th 


21st 

4469 

24th, 31st thru 

0796 

1st thru 10 th 


34th 

0797 

1st thru 10th 

4481 

12 th 

0878 

4th, 5th 

4558 

24th 

0909 

24th 

4591 

11th 

0996 

1st thru 24th 

4660 

23rd 

1246 

1st thru 20th 

4660 

23rd 

1289 

41st thru 44th 

4721 

21st thru 25th, 

1324 

1st thru 15th 


31st, 33rd thru 

1346 

1st thru 42nd 


37th, 39th 

1535 

1st thru 25th 

4743 

22nd, 23rd, 24th 

1550 

21st, 22nd 

4790 

1st, 2nd 

1692 

1st thru 16th 

4812 

17th 

1731 

11th 

4974 

1st thru 23rd 

1851 

1st thru 21st 

5068 

25th 

1874 

28th, 34th 

5102 

1st, 10 th 

2000 

1st thru 28th 

5150 

31st thru 40th 

2066 

8th 

5227 

13 th 

2146 

8th, 9th 

5252 

18th 
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VINCENT GLINSKY 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Coin-Medal 

Vincent Glinsky was born in 
the Soviet Union, December 18, 
1895. He came to this country 
as a child and quickly became 
interested in art. 

Between 1916 and 1920, Mr. 
Glinsky attended the Beaux Arts 
Institute of Design in New York 
City. He attended Columbia 
University School of Architec¬ 
ture during 1924 and 1925. In 
1929 and 1930 he studied lith¬ 
ography and etching at the Arts 
Students League in New York 
City. 

After completion of his formal 
education, Mr. Glinsky served 
apprenticeships with John Gre¬ 
gory, Cary Rumsey, Ulysses 
Ricci and Anthony Di Lorenzo. 

Mr. Glinsky is a fellow of 
the National Sculpture Society: 
holds membership in the Sculp¬ 
tors Guild, the Audubon Artists 


and the Architectural League of 
New York. 

His principal achievements in- 

Coirts and Medals: Five 
bronze portrait medals, local 
bank (under the supervision of 
Architect Hiram), New York 
City, 1924-1925; Expeditionary 
Medal, United States Navy, 1938. 

Sculpture: Decorative Key¬ 
stones, Ford Motor Company, 
Detroit, Michigan, 1923 - 1924; 
Portrait heads for: James Nielson, 
New Jersey College for Women, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
1931 and Vice Admiral Adolphus 
Andrews, United States Navy, 
1941; Eight bas relief panels. 
Clinical Center of the National 
Institutes of Health, Bethesda, 
Maryland, 1951; Our Lady of 
Lourdes Shrine, St. Paul’s Col¬ 
lege. Washington. D. C., 1959; 
Bronze Fountain for All Faiths’ 
Tower, George Washington Me¬ 
morial Park, Paramus, New Jer¬ 
sey. 1963; Wilbur Wright, bronze 
portrait bust, Hall of Fame for 
Great Americans, New York 
University, 1967. 

Exhibitions: Audubon Artists 
Silver Anniversary Medal, Audu¬ 
bon Artists Annual Exhibition, 
National Academy of Design, 
New York City, 1967; Gold 
Medal. National Sculpture Soci¬ 
ety Annual Exhibition, Lever 
House, New York City, 1967; 
C. Percival Dietsch Prize. Na¬ 
tional Sculpture Society, 75th 
Anniversary Exhibition. Lever 
House. New York City. 1968. 
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THE THEODORE ROOSEVELT COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Vincent Glinsky 

49th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


The site was Manhattan; the 
date was October 27, 1858. The 
event was the birth of a man 
who was one day to capture the 
hearts of the people of this 
nation as few men before or 
since have done. Author, natural¬ 
ist, explorer, soldier, statesman 
and president, Theodore Roose- 
vent wore many hats and wore 
each of them well. 

The well-to-do Roosevelt fam¬ 
ily had been in New York since 
the middle of the 17th Century. 
Young Theodore was named 
after his father whom he once 
described as “the best man I 
ever knew.” The elder Roosevelt 
demonstrated the same energy, 
conscientiousness and warm¬ 
hearted devotion to the common 
welfare that always distinguished 
his son. 

Theodore was a delicate child. 
Consequently his early education 
was mainly private, but he read 


voraciously and developed an 
intense interest in natural history. 
When he entered Harvard Col¬ 
lege in 1876 he wanted to be¬ 
come a naturalist, but field work 
was being abandoned at that 
time and the microscope, which 
was replacing it, did not appeal 
to him. In June 1880, he was 
graduated with Phi Beta Kappa 
honors from Harvard, and on 
October 27 of that year he mar¬ 
ried Alice Hathaway Lee of 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts. 
Their brief marriage ended with 
her death on February 14, 1884, 
following the birth of their 
daughter Alice. By ironic coin¬ 
cidence, Roosevelt’s mother died 
twelve hours later. 

In May of 1898 Roosevelt 
became lieutenant colonel of the 
First United States Volunteer 
Cavalry — best known as the 
Rough Riders. Through his dar¬ 
ing in battle and his fight with 
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the War Office to have his men 
moved out of a fever-ridden area 
after the war ended, he became 
the outstanding figure of the 
Spanish-American War. 

In 1898 Roosevelt was elected 
governor of New York. In 1900 
he became Vice-President and 
on September 14, 1901, following 
the assassination of President 
McKinley, he became President 
of the United States. Nominated 
to succeed himself in 1904, he 
defeated his Democratic op¬ 
ponent, fudge Alton B. Parker, 
by the largest plurality ever yet 
enjoyed by a presidential candi¬ 
date. Since he had been elected 
only once, strong pressure was 
brought upon him to run again 
in 1908, but he used all his 
command of party machinery to 
block his renomination, throwing 
his support instead to his Secre¬ 
tary of War, William Howard 
Taft. 

Roosevelt’s dominating person¬ 
ality made Washington an exhil¬ 
arating place during his adminis¬ 
tration. Everything he did was 
exciting. He dramatized the con¬ 
servation cause. The area of our 
forest reserves was increased 
from 43 to 194 million acres and 
the Roosevelt Dam was con¬ 
structed. Pure food and drug 
legislation was enacted. A dan¬ 
gerous coal strike was settled 
early in his administration. Leg¬ 
islation to regulate trusts and 
railroads was passed. 

His foreign policy, though 
strong and bold, was also pru¬ 
dent. He stood against those 
who wished the United States to 


take possession of Cuba and the 
Dominican Republic. He was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Peace for his services as mediator 
to end the Russo-Japanese War 
in 1905. He strengthened the 
Hague Tribunal, and his partici¬ 
pation in the Algeciras Confer¬ 
ence of 1906, in response to the 
urgent plea of Kaiser Wilhelm, 
may have delayed the outbreak 
of World War I. He labored 
valiantly to remove misunder¬ 
standings between the United 
States and Japan and demon¬ 
strated American naval power 
by sending the fleet around the 
world. 

After leaving the White House, 
Roosevelt sailed for Africa upon 
an extensive hunting and scien¬ 
tific expedition. His account of 
the expedition, African Game 
Trails, written on the spot, was 
serialized in Scribner’s Magazine. 
Through this publication, the 
world kept a close eye on his 
activities in Africa during 1909 
and 1910. 

The remainder of Roosevelt’s 
life was spent writing, politicking 
and hunting. These main inter¬ 
ests, among many, were pursued 
with the same enthusiasm which 
had characterized his entire life¬ 
time. On January 6, 1919, The¬ 
odore Roosevelt died quietly in 
his sleep. 

The nation had lost more than 
a great president. They had lost 
a spirit — a spirit which had 
greatly influenced the life and 
the times of the United States 
during the first two decades of 
the 20th Century. 


8 NCS NEWSLETTER • AUGUST 


THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY, BOX 100, LANSDOWNE, PENNA. 19050 


Volume 5-Number 10 


September, 1968 


FIRST NCS REFERENCE BOOK 
NEARING COMPLETION 

A unique compendium, covering the history of the National Com¬ 
memorative Society through the first fifty NCS commemoratives, is 


now being edited and will soon 
be completed. This magnificent 
volume is scheduled for publi¬ 
cation before the end of this 
year. A special library edition 
will be published exclusively for 
NCS members. A regular edition 
will be published for other 
collectors. 

Included will be pictures and 
biographies of the sculptors, his¬ 
torical articles on the subjects 
commemorated, pictures of the 
dies being made and proofs being 
struck, data on when the dies 
were destroyed for each issue, 
information on where the plati¬ 
num proofs are on exhibit, 
pictures of the prize-winning 
quarterly displays, and a host of 
other information that will make 
this book a treasured possession. 

REMINDER: QUARTERLY DISPLAY 
CONTEST CLOSES OCTOBER 10 

The deadline for submitting 
entries in the current Quarterly 
Display Contest is October 10. 


The Quarterly Prize of $250 will 
be awarded to the NCS member 
who submits a photograph of the 
most interesting display of NCS 
material exhibited at some time 
during the months of July, 
August or September, 1968. The 
winner of this Quarterly Contest 
then becomes eligible to win an 
Honorary Lifetime Membership 
by having his display chosen 
the “Best NCS Exhibit of 1968.” 

NCS ALBUMS COMING SOON 

Because of an extended delay 
in the manufacture of the 
NCS Albums, shipment has now 
been postponed for approxi¬ 
mately three weeks. It now ap¬ 
pears that the Album to hold 
the 1st Series of commemoratives 
will be mailed to all members 
who ordered them in about two 
weeks. 

The Album to hold the 2nd 
Series will be sent out toward 
the latter part of October. 





ALEXANDER HAMILTON SELECTED 

BY NCS MEMBERS 

FOR 55th COMMEMORATIVE 

A Commemorative Tribute to 
Alexander Hamilton has been 
selected by NCS members to 
be the subject of the 55th NCS 
Commemorative, which is sched¬ 
uled to be issued in February. 
The final count of votes cast on 
last month’s ballot was: 


A Commemorative Tribute 
Alexander Hamilton ... 

Admiral Richard E. Byri 
A Commemorative Tribute 

Woodrow Wilson . 

A ^Commentorative Tribute 


The two new subjects added to 
the ballot this month, each of 
which was duly nominated and 
seconded are: 



The current ballot is for the 
56th NCS Commemorative (the 
sixth commemorative in Series 
II), which is scheduled to be 
issued in March. This ballot 
must be received at NCS head¬ 
quarters by October 15, to be 
included in the count. 


all NCS proofs shall be struck 
in the same material — sterling 
silver. 

The reason for this decision 
was that there appeared to be 
no good reason to continue using 
platinum, since nearly all of the 
recipients who have received 
these proofs choose to put them 
on display rather than auction 
them off. Furthermore, by strik¬ 
ing all proofs in the same ma¬ 
terial, each NCS member can 
be assured that there is not a 
more valuable proof than his 
own proof of each NCS issue in 
existence. 

The disposition of the first 
three proofs of each issue will 
remain the same as before. Proof 
No. 0001 will be donated each 
month to a worthy museum or 
institution associated with the 
commemorated subject. Proof 
No. 0002 will be retained by 
NCS and exhibited from time 
to time at important numismatic 
conventions. Proof No. 0003 will 
continue to be presented to the 
Smithsonian Institution for the 
national archives. 


PLATINUM PROOFS TO 
BE DISCONTINUED 

The first three proofs of each 
NCS commemorative issued thus 
far have been struck in solid 
platinum. Beginning with the 
51st Issue, however, the Board 
of Directors has decreed that 


OCTAGONAL HOLDERS IMPROVED 

Have you noticed a difference 
in the octagonal coin holder 
you received this month? The 
design of the holder has been 
improved so that the pieces will 
hold together better. We hope 
you like it. 
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THIS MONTH’S SCULPTOR SPEAKS 

In 1947 I had the pleasure of 
meeting Mr. Einstein and was 
very impressed with his simple 
manner, charm and kindness. I 
tried to capture these qualities 
in his portrait. It was a great 
pleasure on my part to sculpt 
this commemorative coin-medal 
for you. 

Joseph Boulton 
Sculptor of the Albert 
Einstein Commemorative 

CORRECTION 

In last month’s Mailbag, we 
stated that Mr. Lewis King was 
using “poetic license” in design¬ 
ing the American flag on the 
reverse of the World War I 
Armistice Coin-Medal. It has 
been pointed out to us that the 
flag shown was correct since it 
was the one being used by the 
United States on November 11, 
1918. 

FANTASTIC 

I have just received my mem¬ 
bership 0039 in the mail today, 
and was really surprised at the 


sight of the proofs. They exceed 
my expectations. No wonder 
many members say, “not for 
sale AT ANY PRICE.” Already I 
am looking forward to receiving 
my next proof. I cannot see how 
anybody could drop their mem¬ 
bership, because the proofs are 
fantastic. As I am composing 
this letter to you, I am staring 
at my proofs from NCS, and 
my Bronze Edition of the 
Franklin Mint History of the 
United States. 

It is a privilege to belong to 
the National Commemorative 
Society! 

James E. Plazewski 
Richmond, Ill. (0039) 

RFK’s COMMEMORATION 
DISPUTED 

Changing the subject slightly, 
I was almost nauseated at the 
maudlin statements in the first 
two letters in a prior “in the 
mailbag” section regarding Sena¬ 
tor Kennedy. His death is to 
be regretted as is any violent 
end and if he had been permitted 
to live and continue in govern¬ 
ment, he might, in time, have 
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truly achieved commemorative 
status. His selection is nothing 
more than a vast outpouring of 
sentiment based on J.F.K.’s 
death. 

As a white, Democrat male 
with all of the customary prej¬ 
udices, I feel that we should 
have commemorated Dr. Martin 
Luther King, who had accom¬ 
plished something in his lifetime 
rather than relegating him to the 
“Jim Crow” car of the American 
Negro Commemorative Society. 
This will be the man remembered 
in future years, not Robert 
Kennedy. 

Elmer W. Gielow (1806) 
Chicago, Illinois 

FOR POLISH PATRIOTS 

In my humble opinion, there 
are two foreign patriots who 
have been neglected by our emi¬ 
nent society, only because our 
members are not entirely knowl¬ 
edgeable about what these for¬ 
eign patriots did for our country. 

These patriots represent be¬ 
tween twenty and thirty million 
Americans whose forefathers 
came from Poland, Lithuania 
and the Ukrain. 

Count Casimir Pulaski who is 
commemorated with a plaque at 
Fort Pulaski in Savannah, 
Georgia, died in a cavalry charge 
while fighting, not for economic 
reasons but for the very survival 
of these United States. He also 
fought very bravely at Brandy¬ 
wine, Pennsylvania. 

At West Point, Tadeusz Kos- 
ciuszko is commemorated with 


a statue. He introduced into the 
United States Army the use of 
the artillery as a weapon. 

If our government saw fit to 
commemorate these two brave 
men, I am sure our membership 
could find a soft spot in the 
home of their feelings and vote 
for a medal with Count Pulaski 
on the obverse side and Koscius- 
zko on the reverse side. Twenty 
to thirty million American Poles 
would be indeed very, very 
grateful. 

Yes, I am Polish. 

Frank A. Washick, M.D. (1170) 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

WORD FROM ANNAPOLIS 

As Director of the United 
States Naval Academy Museum, 
I would like to express my most 
sincere appreciation to the Board 
of Directors of the National 
Commemorative Society for their 
gift to our Museum of a sterling 
silver proof of the Society’s 31st 
Commemorative Coin-Medal, is¬ 
sued in honor of the American 
Fighting Men. 

I regard this coin-medal as a 
significant addition to our collec¬ 
tion, and accept it on behalf of 
the Naval Academy with deep 
gratitude. 

Dale Mayberry 

United States Naval Academy 
Annapolis, Maryland 
• The United States Naval Acad¬ 
emy was recently awarded Ster¬ 
ling Silver Proof No. 9 of the 
American Fighting Men Coin- 
Medal. 
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The list of coin dealers and brokers interested in buying 
and selling NCS Memberships and individual NCS proofs now 
stands at 30: 



LATEST MARKET INFORMATION ON NCS COLLECTIONS 

At last reports, bids for the complete NCS collection to date, 
together with future rights, were in the range of $300 to $330, 
and asking prices were in the range of $325 to $400. Several 
transactions were reported in the range of $300 to $350. Dealers 
and members are urged to continually report the prices at which 
membership transfers are effected, so that this section of the 
Newsletter can be continually based upon up-to-date and 
accurate market information. 
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JOSEPH BOULTON 
Sculptor of the NCS 
Albert Einstein 
Coin-Medal 

Joseph Boulton was born May 
26, 1896 in Fort Worth, Texas. 
His interest in art as a career 
took shape while still in ele¬ 
mentary school. After com¬ 
pleting his secondary school 
education. Boulton went to New 
York City where he studied at 
the National Academy of De¬ 
sign, the Art Students League 
and the Beaux Arts Institute of 
Design, all of which were out¬ 
standing art schools. At the same 
time, Mr. Boulton worked as an 
apprentice to the famous sculp¬ 
tor Herman MacNeil. remaining 
for six years in his studio. 

His first commission was exe¬ 
cuted while still in art school. It 
was two large plaques for the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution in Fort Worth, Texas. 
After that, commissions came 
regularly. 


His principal achievements in- 

• Coins and Medals: Mr. Boulton 
has over the years designed 
medals for the following insti¬ 
tutions: The Medical Society of 
the State of Pennsylvania; Mac- 
Murray College, Illinois; As¬ 
sumption University, Canada; 
School of Business Administra¬ 
tion, University of Michigan; 
Luther College, Decosah, Iowa. 

• Sculpture: Two plaques. Daugh¬ 
ters of the American Revolution, 
Fort Worth, Texas; “Rabbit” and 
"Springtime Frolic,” Brookgreen 
Gardens. S.C.; "Kittens at Play.” 
Starr Commonwealth, Albino, 
Michigan; "Mouse,” Detroit In¬ 
stitute, Michigan; "Butterfly,” 
Museum of Arts. Springfield. 
Mass.; Indian Museum. Anar- 
darko, Oklahoma; "Springtime 
Frolic,” State Museum, Trenton, 
N.J.; Group of Birds, Blanvelt 
Foundation. Trenton. N. J.; 
"Devil Dog," Marine Barracks, 
Washington, D.C.; “Apprehen¬ 
sion,” Youth Museum, Westport, 
Conn., 1966; Memorial Plaque 
and Bust. Christ & Holy Trinity 
Church. Westport, Conn. 

• Awards: Helen Foster Barnett 
Award, N.A.D.. New York, 
1921; Hofstra College Award. 
Hempstead, L.I., 1945; Newing¬ 
ton Award. H.V.A., 1949; Mrs. 
John Newington Award, H.V.A.. 
New York, 1951; Elizabeth N. 
Watrous Gold Medal, N.A.D., 
1953; Gold Medal, H.V.A., 1953; 
First Award. Connecticut Classic 
Arts. 1965; Gold Medal, H.V.A., 
1965; Hunting Award. H.V.A.. 
1968. 
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THE ALBERT EINSTEIN COIN-MEDAL 
Sculptured by Joseph Boulton 

50th COMMEMORATIVE PRIVATELY STRUCK BY THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATIVE SOCIETY 


Albert Einstein was born in 
Ulm, Germany on March 14, 
1879. Before his death as an 
American citizen 76 years later, 
Albert Einstein was to foster the 
theory of relativity which revolu¬ 
tionized scientific thought and 
ushered in the atomic age. 

Born of middle-class parents, 
he received his elementary and 
secondary education in Munich, 
Germany, where his father and 
uncle had opened a small elec¬ 
tric factory. At the age of 12, he 
became acquainted with Eucli¬ 
dean geometry. He read avidly in 
the field of mathematics and sci¬ 
ence. At 16, he had acquired a 
solid understanding of mathe¬ 
matics up to calculus and most 
of what was then classical 
physics. 

Formal education with its 
pendantry and examinations was 
always less to his liking. In 1896 


he entered the Federal Institute 
of Technology in Zurich, Switzer¬ 
land where he received a diploma 
4 years later. One of his instruc¬ 
tors had been the famous mathe¬ 
matician Hermann Minkowski, 
who later helped give the theory 
of relativity its geometric formu¬ 
lation. 

Einstein’s education, however, 
was influenced primarily by read¬ 
ing the works of Hermann Helm¬ 
holtz, Ludwig Boltzmann, James 
Maxwell, Heinrich Hertz and 
Ernst Mach. The latter’s critique 
of the Newtonian concept of 
space profoundly stimulated the 
later development of the general 
theory of relativity. 

Unable to obtain a university 
position, Einstein taught high 
school for a while and then be¬ 
came an examiner at the Swiss 
Patent Office in Bern where he 
worked from 1902 to 1909. The 
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period in Bern was one of in¬ 
tense creative work, culminating 
in 1905 with the publication of 
three papers in the Annalen der 
Pliysik (Annals of Physics), each 
a profound contribution in a dif¬ 
ferent field of physics. The third 
paper “Zur Elektrodynamik be- 
wegter Korper” (The Electrody¬ 
namics of Moving Bodies) con¬ 
tained the special theory of 
relativity. 

With these papers. Einstein 
emerged, at 26. one of the 
greatest scientists in history. The 
revolutionary effect of the theory 
of relativity on such seemingly 
well-established concepts as dis¬ 
tance, time and mass aroused 
popular interest beyond the sci¬ 
entific world. The name Einstein 
suddenly became synonomous 
with scientific genius. 

He received his Ph.D. from 
the University of Zurich in 1905. 
His academic career started in 
1908 as a lecturer in Bern, fol¬ 
lowed by professorships at the 
University of Zurich (1909-11), 
the German University at Prague 
(1911-12) and the Federal Insti¬ 
tute of Technology in Zurich 
(1912-14). 

After 1905, Einstein concen¬ 
trated on the problem of bring¬ 
ing the theory of gravitation into 
harmony with the theory of rela¬ 
tivity. The first complete formu¬ 
lation of the general theory of 
relativity was published in 1916. 
It was Einstein’s greatest ac¬ 
complishment and one of the 
greatest accomplishments of the 
human mind. 

Einstein's work was inter¬ 


rupted by the establishment of 
the Hitler government in Ger¬ 
many in 1933. He was then in 
the United States, having ac¬ 
cepted a half-year appointment 
at the Institute for Advanced 
Study in Princeton, New Jersey. 
Einstein was to remain at the 
institute as a full-time professor 
for the rest of his life. He be¬ 
came a citizen of the United 
States in 1940. having been de¬ 
prived of his German citizenship 
and property in 1934. 

His public life was marked 
with deep concern for the free¬ 
dom and dignity of man. A 
pacifist by inclination, he never¬ 
theless brought the military po¬ 
tential of atomic energy to the 
attention of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt in a letter dated 
August 2, 1939. He greatly re¬ 
gretted the use of nuclear weap¬ 
ons on cities and the atomic 
armaments race. 

The influence of Einstein’s 
work has extended far beyond 
the field of physics. It has stimu¬ 
lated a great part of the modern 
development in astronomy, 
mathematics and philosophy. 
The magnitude of the irrevocable 
change in the history of the hu¬ 
man race wrought by the release 
of energy from matter has only 
begun to emerge. Its enormous 
potentialities for good and evil 
will remain with mankind for¬ 
ever. A central figure in the 
scientific and political onset of 
the atomic age. Albert Einstein’s 
last public utterance was an ap¬ 
peal for the end of the nuclear 
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